
Beyond the Ballot shows how God also calls women to ignite 
a Biblical transformation of their nation! Pam Russell is a living 
example of women bringing transformation to capitols, and 
she has carefully studied godly women throughout the Bible 
and how they made a difference through strategic prayer and 
influence upon leaders. She points out the winsome way God 
strategically used women in the Bible to influence kings and 
kingdoms for His glory. This book is a must-read for women 
wanting to follow a Biblical model of influence through prayer 
and God-ordained action.

—David Andersen 
state minister for Virginia 
Capitol Commission, 2016

As women’s roles seem to be ever changing and increas-
ingly demanding, it is comforting to know that God gives us 
many female role models in His Word, women who made a 
difference in their communities, women who impacted their 
world and influenced change. Pam Russell’s study, Beyond the 
Ballot, shows us the impact we as women can have on our 
world and our leaders. Sometimes God called one specific 
woman to be the change maker. Many times, He called women 
to prayer. Pam’s study shows us that we, as women, can make 
a significant impact quietly, on our knees. Right now, in this 
present time, God is calling us as women to pray. As you delve 
into Pam’s study, I pray that you, too, will hear God’s Capitol 
Call to you.

—Karen Pence 
Former Second Lady 

of the United States, 2016

Beyond the Ballot is a culmination of Pam Russell’s years of 
immersing herself in God’s Word, as well as her experiences 
serving as a chaplain for the elected officials and staff in the 



Indiana State Capitol. I appreciate how Pam skillfully uses 
Scripture to teach about Biblical female leaders and to guide 
the reader into an understanding of how she, too, can be a 
woman of spiritual influence. Even in my first reading of Be-
yond the Ballot, Pam’s writing and God’s Word challenged, en-
couraged, and convicted me.

—Peggy Welch 
former Indiana state legislator, 2016
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Preface
We live in a historic time. There are more women in the po-
litical arena than ever before, more women working in govern-
ment agencies, more women being elected to public office, and 
more women holding executive office than at any other time 
in history. So the role of women in politics begs to be studied 
Scripturally.

From my recent studies of the Scriptures prompted by God, 
I have become convinced that it is possible to stem the tide of 
evil, to push back the line of battle from our homes, schools, 
churches, and, yes, even our neighborhoods and towns until 
Christ returns. How, you may ask, can we be that effective? I 
am glad you asked.

The prophet Samuel is recorded as saying to King Saul and 
the people assembled, “God forbid that I should sin against the 
Lord in ceasing to pray for you” (1 Samuel 12:23), reminding us 
that it is incumbent upon us to pray for our nation and politi-
cal leaders. 

Christ commissioned the disciples to go into all the world 
and make disciples (Matthew 28:19). He commissioned Paul to 
do the same (Acts 9:15). Paul’s strategy was to target capital cit-
ies to establish churches, and the capitol buildings to testify of 
the Lord Jesus Christ to the rulers. 

Does God have the same call for women? I wondered. I 
thought about the prominent women of the Bible and imme-
diately began to see a pattern. So I set to work to study. I was 
thrilled to find that God uses the same strategy with women. 
Or rather, He definitely uses women along with men in His 
strategy to reach world rulers. I was thrilled to see in Scripture, 
as for the first time, women effecting significant changes in 
capitols and nations, often being major players in the battle of 
turning the tide away from evil and back to righteousness.
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How many of us have actually thought of the government 
as a viable mission field rather than a necessary evil that we 
simply tolerate and complain about? My studies revealed that 
often it is one woman who effects change, sometimes two 
or more, but God clearly, purposefully chooses and qualifies 
women to effect change on a national scale. 

I think many Christian women are as I was—pessimistic, 
not so full of hope for change in our nation. But God has spo-
ken; He has a message. He is in control of the political and eco-
nomic events of the day (Daniel 4:34, 35), and He uses adversity 
to get our attention (Psalm 119:67, 71, 75), to warn, to chastise, 
and to bring about repentance. 

In Jeremiah 9:17–24, God specifically told the prophet to 
“call for the mourning women” to pray, mourn, and lament for 
the kingdom of Judah and its capital, Jerusalem, because the 
rampant apostasy and violence there were precipitating God’s 
wrath. So God specifically calls women to pray for their nation’s 
capital and capitol, and, as the text says, to teach their daugh-
ters and neighbors to pray. The wailing, or mourning, women 
were professional mourners hired to publicly weep and wail in 
anguish to call attention to a great loss or calamity that had oc-
curred. God wanted the women to weep and mourn to call at-
tention to the great loss that would occur if nothing changed in 
Israel. The description of Jerusalem in that passage reminds us 
of many capitals today, with gross injustice and violence taking 
the lives of the young. God especially calls us women to pray, 
and I would say, in anguish, for our state, nation, and capitals 
and for those who govern there. To pray not about political is-
sues, but about the demise of righteousness. Not to bring about 
moral change, but for the leadership to come to know Christ.

In 1 Timothy 2:1–4 Paul calls the church to pray first for 
government leaders so they will be saved and so that believers 
“may lead a quiet and peaceable life” in the community, being 
salt and light, able to share the gospel freely. Paul wrote this 
letter from prison in Rome at the time of Nero and the great 
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persecution against Christians. In the Old Testament we have 
the example of Daniel, who made a priority of praying for the 
kings he served. The results of those prayers are seen in the ef-
fects on the kings and their response toward God. These are 
the verses that started me thinking that it is possible to see 
God turn back the tide of evil from our homes, churches, com-
munities, and nations. 

This is our weapon and strategy, ladies: prayer—not march-
ing around government buildings waving placards in protest, 
for which we find no such example in Scripture—but prayer. 
This is the high calling from God to touch our nation for Him. 

From beginning to end, the Bible records God as specifi-
cally choosing women to impact government leaders and leg-
islation. What women have done has not been auxiliary to His 
plan. Before the foundation of the world, God chose specific 
women to have a vital part in His plan of reaching world leaders 
and thus nations. And His selection of women runs the gamut 
from the very young to the very old, from pure and chaste to 
immoral, from married to widowed to single, from fertile to 
barren, from slave to free, from those with loving husbands to 
those in difficult marriages, from royalty to working women to 
paupers, and from citizens to immigrants and foreigners. He 
used a combat veteran, a babysitter, a judge, a queen, a prosti-
tute, a businesswoman, and a skilled trades woman, to name a 
few. 

Does He omit any social or economic group? No. We all have 
a part. So let’s study these women, and by them be inspired 
to consider how we, with our meager time and strength, can 
petition God to push back the tide of evil and see righteous-
ness established in our communities, states, nation, and even 
the world. Let’s turn from being pessimists to being women of 
faith, praying and watching expectantly for God to move. This 
study will show that the current conditions in the world are not 
so different from those in past ages and that God has always 
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faithfully steered His people through them in response to their 
cries.
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Introduction
How hopeful are you for your country? Do you think it’s too 

late for revival? God is blasphemed at every turn; and murder, 
violence, gross immorality, corruption, and injustice are every-
where. In our communities all the previously “safe” places 
are no longer so: school shootings have become almost com-
mon, drugs are rampant, young people are leaving the church 
in droves, and evil seems to have won the battle over good. In 
truth, evil has targeted our homes as it seeks entrance not only 
through doors and windows, but through all the electronic de-
vices we now own.

The purpose of this study is to glean from the women in 
Scripture how to pray for our nation, state, government lead-
ers, and those of other nations, and what to pray for. We are 
going to study God’s strategy of using women, as well as men, 
in His plan to reach kings and capitols for Himself. 

For our study of these influential women, we first need to 
understand that when they stood in faith, it was God’s prom-
ises recorded in Genesis on which they stood; it was the 
theology of the book of Genesis that they were well acquainted 
with. Faith is not a leap in the dark. It is always grounded in 
something sure; it is always grounded in theology, which is de-
fined as “what is true about God” or “the study of God.” We will 
find that the women in our study knew their theology. That is a 
good challenge for us too. 

This study is based on three key verses concerning prayer 
for our nation and government leaders. It would be good to 
memorize them: First Samuel 12:23 tells us that it is a sin not 
to pray for our government leaders and nation. Jeremiah 9:17–
24 calls women specifically to pray urgently for their nation 
and its capital. And 1 Timothy 2:1–4 tells us that prayer for our 
government leaders and all in authority is to be a priority, that 
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government leadership will be saved, and that the church can 
exist peacefully, free to share the gospel. 

The answer for our violent communities is to pray for God 
to raise up godly leaders who, led by the Holy Spirit, will gov-
ern with wisdom and discernment given them by God, and 
will work to rout evil and establish righteousness and truth. 
God will work through them with His power to that end. We 
have such examples throughout the sacred pages of Scripture. 
Therefore, from the encouragement of these Scriptures, I be-
lieve we can, through prayer, see God push back the tide of 
evil from our homes, our churches, and our communities. We 
won’t stop the day of God’s wrath from coming on the earth, 
but we can keep evil at bay until then. Let’s learn to move be-
yond the ballot to sincere, effectual prayer for our society.
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L E S S O N  1

Eve:  
The Mother of All Living

“I exhort therefore that, first of all, supplications, prayers, interces-
sions, and giving of thanks, be made for all men; for kings, and for 
all that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable 
life in all godliness and honesty. For this is good and acceptable in 
the sight of God our Saviour; who will have all men to be saved, and 
to come unto the knowledge of the truth” (1 Timothy 2:1–4).

The first woman we meet in the Bible is Eve, the very first 
woman created, formed from Adam’s rib. We must spend a lit-
tle time becoming acquainted with her if we are to understand 
God’s plan and strategy to target kings, kingdoms, and capitals 
for Himself, because it was through Eve that the fall of man1 
occurred. 

Unfolding the Word

In Genesis we find that the primary means by which God 
used women to be influential for Him was childbirth. Only 
women can give birth, as per God’s design. In our society, the 
fact that we women are the ones so gifted is often scorned, 
and this gifting is seen as a hindrance that holds women back 
from reaching their full potential. But the opposite is true. This 
gifting is a high honor from God. God shows us as much in 
Genesis as He uses women and the means of childbirth to in-
augurate His plans. 

Read Genesis 1:26, 27; 2:1, 7–9, 15–25; 3:1–24. 
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1. According to Genesis 1:26 and 27, for what purposes did 
God create Adam and Eve?

Adam and Eve were commissioned by God not only to be 
His image bearers, but also to have dominion (rule) over the 
earth and its creatures and to be fruitful, multiplying and fill-
ing the earth. They were in essence the prince and princess of 
earth under God’s kingship. When the serpent (Satan; Revela-
tion 12:9) tempted them to fall, he sought to usurp their au-
thority and, ultimately, to usurp the kingship of God.
2. Read Isaiah 14:12–14 and list the enemy’s goals.

In Genesis 3 we are told that the enemy came to Eve in a 
beautiful disguise, using her as the means to bring about the 
fall of mankind. He lied to her, subtly causing her to doubt 
God’s word and goodness. He implied that God was denying 
her true fulfillment, that she needed more. Satan told her he 
knew how she could experience that “more.” Eve went for the 
experience, convincing Adam to do the same. As a result, the 
whole world was plunged into sin and separation from God. 
3. According to Genesis 3:21, instead of Adam and Eve dying 

that day, what did God do for and to them?

God killed one or more animals, shedding their blood; thus 
an innocent substitute died in Adam and Eve’s place. God used 
the animal skins to “cover” the pair’s sinfulness. However, the 
two did in a sense die that day: they died spiritually, and physi-
cally they began the aging process toward death. 
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4. Read Ephesians 2:1–3. What is man’s condition when he is 
born into this world?

Mercy and Curses
But even in this catastrophic event, God pointed the way to 

the Messiah—the Sin Solution, the Serpent Bruiser, the Lord 
Jesus Christ to come. On that fateful day in Eden, besides pro-
viding the means by which Adam and Eve could escape the 
death sentence, God pronounced three curses, the conse-
quences for disobedience that they would not escape. 

Pronouncement to the Serpent
5. What was God’s pronouncement on the serpent (Genesis 

3:14, 15)? 

The serpent, Satan’s tool, would become the most loathed 
reptile and lowest of all creatures. There would also be spiritual 
warfare between Satan’s offspring and the offspring of Eve. Gen-
esis 3:15 promises that through Eve’s descendants would come 
the One Who would crush the serpent’s power and authority. The 
Promised One would come through the means of childbirth. 

Pronouncement to Eve
6. What was God’s pronouncement on the woman (Genesis 

3:16)?
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With death now in the world, the population would soon be 
erased if there were no means of ample replenishment, so God 
gave to Eve and her descendants the blessing of being “fruitful” 
and multiplying. However, the birth process would be fraught 
with pain and suffering. Additionally, marriage would not be 
without conflict. 

Pronouncement to Adam
7. What was God’s pronouncement on the man (Genesis 

3:17–19)? 

To Adam God said that the earth would be cursed, hard to 
cultivate. Providing food for the table would become very hard 
work. Adam was now mortal; after a life of hard work, his body 
would return to the soil from which he had been created.
8. Using your “sanctified imagination,” what do you imagine 

went through Eve’s mind on hearing God’s pronounce- 
ments?

New Birth
God uses women to reach kings and capitals primar-

ily through giving birth. Because all women are descendants 
of Eve, we don’t deserve the honor and trust of bringing new 
life into the world. But by God’s love and mercy, childbirth an-
swers the problem of depopulation through death. Similarly, 
by God’s grace, spiritual rebirth is possible; it is the means of 
obtaining eternal life in Jesus Christ, thus answering the prob-
lem of spiritual death. Jesus said to Nicodemus, “You must be 
born again.” Birth. It’s the new beginning. 
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9. Go through the following verses and write down what God 
says about death and the solution He has provided for death:
John 3:3, 16

Romans 5:12, 18

Romans 10:9–13; John 1:12

1 Corinthians 15:21

Ephesians 2:1–9

10. Have you been born again? If so, when?

If not, will you now consider your need of the Savior, your 
need to be born again of the Holy Spirit? Will you now in 
prayer confess to Christ that you are a sinner, spiritually dead, 
and ask Him to give you new life in Him?

Eve’s Hope
Read Genesis 4:1.
We women are by nature fixers. Eve gave birth to her first 

son, Cain. Her statement implies she was hoping he would be 
the one to crush the serpent. 



16 BEYOND THE BALLOT

Summary
The promise of Genesis 3:15 concerning the Messiah is 

critical to understanding the women that we shall continue to 
meet. It is also important to remember that Satan has contin-
ued working to acquire dominion of the earth for himself. 
11. Read John 12:31; 14:30; 16:11. What title does our Lord use 

for Satan? 

The enemy has been working through wicked people to ac-
complish his goal. God has also been busy, proclaiming to the 
leaders of the earth, first, that He is God—Creator, Possessor, 
and Judge of all the earth—and, second, that everyone will 
stand before Him. 

God, in His love and mercy, also gives people opportunity 
to submit willingly to His kingship during their time on earth, 
or be forced to bow the knee when He returns to earth. 
12. What does Philippians 2:9–11 tell us in regard to this? 

No nation will be able to say, “It’s not fair. I did not know.” 
Each will have had its chance so that every one of them will be 
without excuse (Romans 2:1).

Prayer Points

• The episode between Adam and Eve and the enemy makes 
it clear that it is imperative to pray for rulers, or govern-
ment leaders, for they are ever Satan’s targets as he relent-
lessly seeks to control kingdoms and nations through them. 

• This episode makes it clear that the enemy will use women 
as pawns in his strategy.

• First Timothy 2:1–4 commissions us to pray for our leaders 
and capitals, and tells us what to pray for. 

• Find the names of your state and national leaders and 
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begin praying for them. Websites are useful resources, and 
the Public Servants’ Prayer website (publicservantsprayer 
.org) has great listings. You can sign up to receive the names 
of public servants on a daily or weekly basis.

Taking Action in Prayer

Take time now, as you close in prayer, to pray for your pub-
lic servants. Pray that God will give wisdom and discernment 
to those who know Christ as their Savior and that He will pro-
tect them from evil. Pray that those who do not know Christ 
will come to the knowledge of the truth.

 

Endnote
1. “Man” is used in this study to refer to individuals and to the human race. See 

merriam-webster.com for a full definition of “man.”
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L E S S O N  2

Sarah:  
The Mother of Kings

“If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble them-
selves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked 
ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and 
will heal their land” (2 Chronicles 7:14).

The next significant woman we meet in Scripture whom God 
used in His plan to reach the kings and capitals of the world 
is Sarah. Genesis 11 and 12 introduce Abram and Sarai, lately 
moved from Ur of the Chaldees (circa 2100 BC) in response to 
the call and promises given them by God: to make of them a 
great nation through whom the Messiah would come. 

Abram and Sarai, whose names were changed to Abraham 
and Sarah (Genesis 17:5, 15), waited twenty-five years for the birth 
of the promised child, Isaac. He was born miraculously when his 
parents were 100 and 90 years old respectively. Together they 
walked by faith in God. Peter calls Sarah an heir with Abraham 
“of the grace of life” (1 Peter 3:7). Out of these two would come all 
the prophets who would speak not only to the kings of Israel and 
Judah, but also to kings of great world powers down through time. 

Unfolding the Word

God’s Promises Made and Confirmed
Read Genesis 12:1–4; 15:7; Joshua 24:2, 3; Acts 7:2–4.
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When God called Abram and Sarai, He called them to leave 
a prosperous city life and culture to follow Him to another 
land, but He did not say which one. That place turned out to 
be a small and insignificant piece of real estate called Canaan, 
sandwiched between two great world kingdoms (and usually 
caught in the crossfire), a precarious place to be. 

God called Abram and Sarai to establish an earthly king-
dom with a view to a heavenly Kingdom that would rule all. 
God called them to leave an earthly city with the promise of 
an eternal city (Hebrews 11:8–12). Through this pair He would 
inaugurate His plan to reach lost mankind through His Son, 
Jesus Christ. Through this pair God would inaugurate His plan 
to reach kings and capitals with the news that there is a higher 
throne over which they have no power and to which they must 
give account.
1. What seven promises to Abram are recorded in Genesis 

12:1–3?

Periodically God encouraged His servants Abram and Sarai 
with confirmation of the promises. He even added some fur-
ther information along the way. Some of it was good, some not 
so good. Follow along:

Their descendants would be as countless as the stars (Gen-
esis 15:1–6).

Their descendants would be slaves of another nation 
(Egypt) for four hundred years before obtaining the promised 
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land (Genesis 15:13, 14). God would then judge the wicked 
Amorites (Canaanites) and give Abram’s descendants the 
Land.

The boundaries of the Promised Land would stretch from 
the River of Egypt, the Nile, to the River Euphrates (Gen-
esis 15:18–21). This promise must have staggered Abram’s 
imagination. 

Abram would be Abraham, the father of kings, which we 
know were King Saul, King David, King Solomon, and the 
kings who followed them (Genesis 17:1–8). Ultimately the King 
of Kings and Lord of Lords, Jesus Christ, would come, and He 
would come specifically through Abram and Sarai’s line.

Sarai would be Sarah, mother of kings (Genesis 17:15–19). 
Through their son Isaac would come the Promised Seed 

(singular), meaning Christ (Genesis 22:18; see also Galatians 
3:6–9, 13–16). 

Sarah’s part in God’s plan was the high calling to give birth 
to the first son through whom the kings, kingdoms, prophets, 
and the Messiah would come. Sarah would be the “mother” of 
the Jewish people, the nation that is the “apple of God’s eye” 
and by whom we have the written Word of God. 

Sarah’s Doubts Conquered by Faith
2. Sarah often struggled to believe God’s promise of a son, 

kings, and a nation. What life circumstance caused her to 
doubt God? 

3. Read Genesis 18:13 and 14. What message did God have for 
Sarah?

4. According to Hebrews 11:11, when and how was Sarah 
enabled to conceive?
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5. What life circumstances are causing you to doubt God?

6. For what “impossible” circumstances do you need these 
reminders: “Is any thing too hard for the Lord?” and 
“through faith also Sara herself received strength”?

Now put your own name in the place of Sara. 

Our Situation Compared to Sarah’s
When we look at the state of our world with its corruption, 

wars, and terrorist attacks, are we tempted to look at the cir-
cumstances and think, “It’s impossible,” and doubt that God 
will do the miraculous and change things? 
7. What things make you doubt there is any hope for our nation?

8. How can you apply this lesson about Sarah to those doubts?

Sarah was no ancillary helper to Abraham; God chose her 
to be the very vessel through which the nation of Israel would 
come. How marvelous that the Redeemer has come. Eve, the 
mother of all living, brought death into the world through sin 
(Romans 5:12; 1 Timothy 2:13, 14; John 3:16–18; Ephesians 2:1). 
But in grace, God used Sarah, the mother of kings, to start 
the Line of Promise that led to the Messiah. Through Eve (as 
well as through Adam), dominion of the earth was usurped by 
Satan; through Sarah (and Abraham) came the One to defeat 
Satan and Who will again take dominion of the earth. 



9. How does knowing that Sarah was no afterthought, no aux-
iliary helper, but a chosen vessel qualified by God for this 
great work influence your thinking about your value, place, 
and purpose in God’s plan?

10. How does Sarah’s life story encourage you to fulfill your 
calling to pray for your nation and government leaders?

The Rest of the Story
God told Abraham that the Covenant He established with 

him would be established with Isaac and his descendants (Gen-
esis 17:7–9). For Isaac and his sons and grandsons to have de-
scendants there would need to be wives. God recounts for us the 
marriages of Abraham’s descendants through Isaac in the rest of 
the book of Genesis. Though each of these women experienced 
moments of doubt in God’s promises, God used them, through 
the high calling of giving birth, in the furtherance of His prom-
ise of kings. As we continue our study of the prominent women 
used by God, remember that they knew their family history and 
their theology as taught in Genesis, and they lived in faith by 
it and acted on it. They looked ahead in faith to the Messiah to 
come; we look back in faith to the Messiah Who came.

Prayer Points

So what can we glean from this foundation to begin fulfill-
ing God’s call to pray?

• Despite the state of our nation and world, we must pray 
believing that God has a plan, that our prayers are a 
major part of fulfilling that plan, and that “with God 
nothing shall be impossible” (Luke 1:37).

Sarah: The Mother of Kings 23



24 BEYOND THE BALLOT

• There are many countries around the globe where un-
speakable atrocities occur daily, where Christians and 
Christian leaders are the targets. They need our prayer.

• Which leaders will you commit to pray for specifically?
• Which nation will you commit to pray for specifically? 

Taking Action in Prayer

Take time now, as you close in prayer, to pray for your na-
tion’s leaders. Pray for those who know Christ as their Savior 
to be given wisdom and discernment in their work, as well as 
protection from evil. Pray for those who do not know Christ to 
come to the knowledge of the truth. Pray that God would raise 
up an army of women committed to praying for their leaders. 
Pray believing.
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Shiphrah and Puah: 
Courageous Midwives
“For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principali-
ties, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, 
and against spiritual wickedness in high places” (Ephesians 6:12).

I was born at home, as were my two brothers who came after 
me. In England at that time, most babies were born at home, 
and midwives were busy women. 

I can remember Nurse Dent in her deep blue uniform and 
cap, who took care of my mother for the births of my two broth-
ers. When a birth was imminent, Nurse Dent arrived on her 
bicycle and settled in. Dad was dismissed from the bedroom 
while Nurse Dent stayed with Mum around the clock. When 
my brother John was born, joy turned to mourning when birth 
defects were found. He lived only six weeks. Soon Mum was ex-
pecting again, but she miscarried. When my brother Paul was 
born, Dad was ecstatic. I remember him later delighting to 
quote what Nurse Dent said as Paul was pushing his way into 
the world: “I don’t know what it is, but it’s got red hair!” 

My son Chris was born in a US Air Force hospital in Eng-
land, but an English midwife visited us at home for ten days 
and routinely took my blood pressure and temperature, 
weighed and checked the baby, and demanded I rest. She was 
a wonderful resource and help.
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Unfolding the Word

Read Exodus 1:1–7.
As the book of Exodus opens, Abraham and Sarah’s descen-

dants have multiplied greatly in Egypt, as God had promised 
them. The Hebrews lived in Egypt in the delta area of Goshen, 
serving the Egyptian royal court as shepherds and herdsmen 
(Genesis 47:1–12). Over time the Egyptians used the Hebrews 
for all manner of tasks they found distasteful or “unclean.” 
However, when the Hebrews increased in number, they were 
perceived as a threat, and the Egyptian government enacted 
legislation to curb their freedoms. 

The Hebrew Threat
Read Exodus 1:8–14.
Exodus 1:8 says there was a new king over Egypt. Whoever 

he was, he did not know the legacy of Joseph and the freedoms 
granted his people, the Hebrews. The Hebrews had become so 
numerous that they represented a threat to national security 
(Exodus 1:10). If they wanted, they were numerous enough to 
raise an army to oust Pharaoh. Or, if an invading force threatened 
Egypt, the Hebrews could side with them, thereby creating an 
overwhelming force. It is clear that the Egyptians did not want 
the Hebrews to leave, for then they would lose their labor force. 
They just wanted to control the Hebrews and their numbers.

Pharaoh’s first attempt to control the Hebrews was to take 
away their freedom and make them all slaves. People don’t 
usually thrive in slavery. When that did not work, he tried 
plan B.
1. Read Exodus 2:23–25. What were the Hebrews doing? 

Satan can do math. He knew the Hebrews were coming to 



the end of the prophesied four hundred years “in a land that is 
not theirs” (Genesis 15:13).
2. Pharaoh, Satan’s tool, thought he would greatly diminish 

the Hebrews’ numbers, but what happened (Exodus 1:12)?

Consider two interesting principles to note from this ac-
count. First, heavy-handed government is fear driven—fear 
that control will be lost, and control must be kept at all costs. 

Second, affliction, even though hard to endure, is a time of 
growth. You may be suffering hardship and wonder why God 
does not send relief. Affliction causes us to lean hard on God 
and drink heavily from His Word for comfort and answers. His 
timing for deliverance is not ours to control. One of the hard-
est things to endure in the walk of faith is waiting for God to 
send relief. Eyes grow weary. Hearts fail. Shoulders droop. But 
God knows. And God does send relief, but in His time. We can 
cry louder; we can beg and plead and try to twist His arm, but 
it will change nothing. 

Faith grows in the hard places, not in comfortable places. 
For in the hard places we learn in a personal, deeper way that 
our Savior is faithful, does provide, does comfort, does know, 
does care, and does send relief. Affliction is designed to grow 
us in our faith-walk with our Savior.

Pharaoh’s Command to the Midwives
Read Exodus 1:15–21.
Pharaoh’s plan B involved midwives. Usually, midwives were 

married women who could not have children of their own. 
They worked under the authority of the Egyptian government, 
ultimately accountable to Pharaoh, king of Egypt. He ordered 
them, as his vassals, to kill all the Hebrew baby boys at birth 
(Exodus 1:15–19) and declare them stillborn while the women 
were still on the delivery stool, before a mother could see her 
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child or hold her baby in her arms. Boys were to be killed, not 
girls, because boys became soldiers. Women still made useful 
servants.
3. What dilemma did this create for the midwives?

4. What does verse 17 tell us about the midwives’ faith? 

5. What did Shiphrah and Puah determine to do, according to 
verse 17?

Shiphrah and Puah obviously knew their theology: they 
knew God’s commands, their history, and God’s promises to 
Abraham. They knew that becoming a nation was the Isra-
elites’ divine destiny. They knew that the Seed of the woman 
would crush the serpent’s power. But which woman? Which 
child? 

Exodus is all about the birth of that promised nation and 
of Satan working to prevent it from happening. God used the 
midwives to ensure the safe delivery of the nation! 

When the Hebrew male population continued to thrive, 
Pharaoh called Shiphrah and Puah to answer for their appar-
ent failure. They said the Hebrew women were stronger than 
the Egyptian women and delivered before the midwives ar-
rived (Exodus 1:19). 
6. Read Numbers 1:45 and 46. Eighty years later, when the He-

brews left Egypt under Moses, how many men were eligible 
for military service?

That was the direct work of two midwives. The Israelites’ di-
vine destiny of becoming a nation had been ensured. 



In Exodus 1:21 we find that God blessed the midwives with 
children. The barren women now had their own families. How 
the blessing fits the faith action! And their names are recorded 
for all eternity. 
7. Read Exodus 1:22. When Pharaoh found he was unsuccess-

ful in his plan to have the midwives kill the baby boys as 
they were being born, what was his next resort?

8. According to Exodus 2:1 0, what male child was born into 
that frightening time of open season on Hebrew baby boys?  

9. According to Exodus 3:4–10, what was this child’s divine 
destiny?

10. How does the fact that God is in the business of raising up 
godly men and women to great leadership positions en-
courage you?

Prayer Points

So what can we glean from this as we move beyond the bal-
lot to pray for kings and capitals? 
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• There’s a battle to be fought. There is great opposition to 
the growth and expansion of God’s work in the world. 
The enemy hates the church and levels all kinds of poli-
cies and programs against it. We engage in counter- 
measures through prayer. Prayer is a battle because 
prayer is the battle. It’s how things happen (Ephesians 
6:12). 

• As with the midwives, just two praying together can 
impact a nation. See also Deuteronomy 19:15; Matthew 
18:19, 20; John 8:17; 2 Corinthians 13:1. We can use our 
voices and ballots to effect change in legislation, but our 
best approach is to make our appeal to the Most High, 
the One Who rules in the hosts of Heaven and in the af-
fairs of men, for “none can stay his hand” (Daniel 4:34, 
35).

• Human life is too important to be ignored or treated with 
disrespect. We can pray that our legislators would always 
choose to legislate in favor of life, not against it. We can 
pray for the life of the unborn and newborn. 

• Satan will be working overtime to ensure that godly lead-
ers do not rise to take office, or if they do rise, he will be 
working to bring about their downfall.  

Taking Action in Prayer

Close in prayer now, realizing that prayer is the great-
est weapon in the battle for control of a nation’s leadership. 
Pray for your legislators by name, and pray for those yet to be 
elected. Pray that God would thwart every plan of the evil one 
to use legislation to destroy life. Pray that people in the medi-
cal profession will be free to save and preserve life. Pray for the 
gospel message to flourish unhindered. Pray for the nation to 
be for, not against, Israel and the Jewish people, the apple of 
God’s eye (Psalm 122:6, 7; Zechariah 2:8). 
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Jochebed:  
Woman of Courage  

and Faith
“Be careful [anxious] for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known 
unto God” (Philippians 4:6).

God delights to use the weak, the low, and the despised of 
the world in His work (1 Corinthians 1:26–29). In the opening 
chapters of Exodus, we find a cluster of women being used by 
God in His plans to reach kings and kingdoms. Though seem-
ingly ordinary, these women were significant, because God 
used them in His work of protecting the nation of Israel. 

Unfolding the Word

Jochebed
Read Exodus 2:1–3.
The first woman we meet in Exodus 2 is Jochebed, a mother 

of remarkable courage, identified for us in Numbers 26:59. Next 
we meet her daughter, Miriam, and last we meet Pharaoh’s 
daughter, the royal princess and Moses’ adoptive mother. 

Jochebed was, as some might say, “just a mom,” but a mom 
who lived in slavery when it was open season on baby boys. For 
in Pharaoh’s attempts to curtail the growth of the Hebrews, he 
ordered the Egyptians to cast every newborn Hebrew boy into 
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the Nile. Jochebed may have been “just a mom,” but she was 
a mom chosen strategically by God and prompted by faith in 
God and motherly instincts to protect her newborn son. 

Amram and Jochebed had married and had children dur-
ing a time of great government oppression and brutality. They 
named their eldest Miriam, which means “bitter,” speaking to 
the time into which she was born, for Pharaoh made the He-
brews’ lives “bitter with hard bondage” (Exodus 1:14). Then he 
made that terrible decree that Hebrew males were to be killed 
at birth.
1. What does the last sentence in Hebrews 11:23 tell us about 

Jochebed and her husband?

Jochebed and Amram believed God’s promises and acted 
on faith in them.
2. What challenges to her faith do you imagine Jochebed 

faced because of the circumstances?

We can only imagine the nine months of Jochebed’s preg-
nancy as she fearfully wondered whether she carried a boy or 
a girl, wondered what Egyptian eyes were watching her body 
expand, giving away her secret. We can only imagine the first 
three months of the little’s one life as all his family feared every 
time he cried, announcing there was a baby in the house.
3. What difficult situation are you in, waiting for God to de-

liver you?



4. God had set a time for the slavery to end (Genesis 15:13, 
14). What does that tell you about God’s work in your 
situation?

All the Hebrews knew that the predicted four hundred 
years of slavery were coming to a close. Though they might not 
see deliverance in their lifetime, they believed their children 
would see it.

Jochebed knew her theology: she knew God’s commands, 
her history as a Hebrew, the promises to Abraham of a nation, 
land, and kings. She knew that becoming a kingdom was the 
Israelites’ divine destiny. She knew that the Seed of the woman 
would crush the serpent’s power. But which woman? Which 
child? 
5. Read Exodus 2:2 and Acts 7:20. What did Jochebed see in 

her younger son?

By faith Jochebed, borrowing from Noah’s history, made 
an ark of reeds in which to keep her little one safe by the bank 
of the River Nile. She set Miriam to keep watch. Jochebed be-
lieved God’s word, and in her words and actions, she taught 
Miriam to believe God’s word too. 

Miriam
Read Exodus 2:4–8.
Miriam had the dangerous task of protecting her baby 

brother, who was hidden in a basket among river reeds. We do 
not know how old she was, but adversity matures a child early. 
We do not know how long her vigil lasted, but a three-month-
old would soon start crying, wanting to be fed or changed, 
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which is what he did. He would have been quiet for only a few 
hours. Miriam courageously stayed and watched, and then 
boldly suggested a wet nurse when the baby’s cry softened the 
heart of a princess. 
6. What character traits do you see in Miriam?

While the family spent the three months hiding the baby, 
Miriam, I am sure, had helped change his diapers, cuddled 
him, and rocked him to sleep. When my son Chris was born, 
my daughter was eleven. She mothered him, fed him, changed 
his diapers, bathed him, took him for walks, cuddled him, and 
rocked him to sleep. It forged a strong bond between them 
that still exists today. I imagine the same was true for Miriam 
and Moses. 

The Royal Princess
Read Exodus 2:5–10.
The third woman we meet in Exodus 2 is Pharaoh’s daugh-

ter, a royal princess. Don’t miss this: God strategically used an 
unnamed adoptive mother in His plan, a kind but unbelieving 
adoptive mother. God used her to hide Moses in plain sight. 

God had already prepared her heart to preserve Moses’ life. 
The princess gave the baby the name Moses, which means “out 
of water,” maybe thinking that the Nile had preserved him. She 
also gave him a world-class education in law, languages, math-
ematics, the sciences, government leadership, and military 
training. This would prepare him to later challenge Pharaoh 
and lead a few million Hebrews for forty years (Acts 7:21, 22). 
Moses would have learned all the protocols of the Egyptian 
royal court that would stand him in good stead when he later 
faced Pharaoh. Not only that, but Jochebed either visited the 
palace regularly to nurse the Princess’s adopted son—and was 
paid for the service—or he was brought to her to be nursed 



until he was weaned, which was usually three to four years of 
age. 
7. If your son was going to be raised in a pagan culture, what 

would you want to instill in his heart and mind first?

Using those sponge-like formative years of Moses’ life, Joch- 
ebed would have been able to instill in him the knowledge of 
God and the Abrahamic Covenant and God’s promises. Be-
cause Moses was eighty years old when God called him, I 
doubt that Jochebed lived to see him become the great law-
giver, leader, and prophet. But she knows now. 

Hannah later would emulate Jochebed, using the formative 
years to teach her son Samuel the theology he would later need.
8. What do the examples of Jochebed and Hannah tell you 

about a mother’s ability to influence her child for God in 
the formative years?

9. What do Jochebed’s and Hannah’s examples tell you about 
the primary goal of mothering beyond the diapers and 
constant cleanups? 

Let’s not miss this: God strategically used a mom, a young 
girl (sister/babysitter), and a pagan adoptive mother in His 
plan to save His people. There is no such thing as someone in-
significant, unqualified, or too ordinary to be used by God. He 
delights to use us all in His plans. 

From Exodus 2:1–10 we also learn of a great evil plan that 
sought to prevent godly leadership from rising, righteousness 
from being established, and evil leaders from being deposed. 
But we also learn that God’s plans will be done, “and none can 
stay his hand” (Daniel 4:35). 
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Note the irony too: While Pharaoh was busy killing off the 
Hebrew baby boys, his daughter rescued just one, but it was 
the one who would be Israel’s deliverer.

Prayer Points

• Praying for rulers is not something we leave to the men, 
not something we do just when we are at church. God has 
called us to pray for our government leaders (1 Timothy 
2:1–4).

• We must pray for leaders yet to come; that is, for God to 
raise up godly government leaders in this country and in 
all the capitals of the world.

• We should pray that God will protect future leaders, 
because the enemy will be prowling about, seeking whom 
he may devour. As God is grooming them, the enemy will 
be stalking them.

Taking Action in Prayer

As you now pray, consider the above points and pray for the 
leadership that is yet to be seen. Pray believing.
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Miriam:  
Disabled by Jealousy

“As free, and not using your liberty for a cloke of maliciousness, 
but as the servants of God. Honour all men. Love the brother-
hood. Fear God. Honour the king” (1 Peter 2:16, 17). 

From the unnamed sisterly protector of baby Moses in Exo-
dus 2, we fast-forward to Exodus 15 and to Miriam, standing 
on the eastern shore of the Red Sea, God’s promised deliver-
ance of the Israelites a reality, with Pharaoh’s mighty army 
drowned, washed up on the western shore. Micah 6:4 indicates 
that Miriam was the most prominent woman in Israel. She 
was a leader, an inspirer of women, and a godly model. She is 
the first female in leadership recorded in the Bible. We do not 
know if she ever married and had children. But she is the first 
whose mission was neither maternal nor marital, but rather, 
national and patriotic. 

Unfolding the Word

The Song of the Redeemed
Read Exodus 15:1–19. 
As the former captives breathed in the new air of freedom, 

Moses wrote a song of praise to God for the mighty miracle, 
recording for all time God’s great work in their deliverance. In 
the lyrics, Moses declared great theological truths about God 
and the history-making miracle they had just witnessed Him 
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do. What a great way to praise God and to preserve the mem-
ory of the occasion, for we readily remember words that are 
embedded in song. What a great song for the congregation to 
sing as they made their way to Canaan. What a great way to 
teach children and grandchildren about their awesome, all-
powerful, promise-keeping God!

The Song of Miriam
Read Exodus 15:20, 21.

1. What title is applied to Miriam?

2. In what do we find her engaged? 

3. How did Miriam influence the Israelite women for God?

Through song, Miriam taught the women theology and trust 
in God. She must have marveled as she reflected on how God 
used her as a young girl in her brother’s life and therefore in Isra-
el’s great deliverance from slavery. She could teach theology as 
having personally experienced God at work in her life. She knew 
without a shadow of doubt that God had done what He had 
promised to do. The four hundred years He had predicted were 
over, as He had promised. The Children of Israel were headed to 
the Promised Land, as God had promised Abraham.

In Titus 2 we are given our priorities as women of God and 
as wives and mothers. Our priority is our home and family, but 
we are also to know our doctrine and to teach younger women 
to know and do the same so that we bring honor, not shame, to 
God’s Word. 



4. How are you leading other women, as Miriam did, to praise 
God and recognize His attributes (such as faithfulness to 
His promises) or teaching other women the principles of 
Titus 2:3–5? 

Our next look at Miriam in Scripture is not so illustrious. In 
fact, I believe it is a warning to us. 

Miriam’s Rebellion
Read Numbers 11.
By this time the Israelites had been in the wilderness for 

about two years. They had not yet arrived in the Promised 
Land. Their initial euphoria had faded, and their mood toward 
Moses had changed. They had begun complaining. By Num-
bers 11 there were at least two large cemeteries in the wilder-
ness containing the remains of the thousands of complainers. 

Miriam entertained the same discontent and unbelief as 
the rest of the people. “Wilderness thinking” had developed. 
Wilderness thinking happens when people take their eyes off 
God and instead look at life through the lens of circumstances 
and the people they perceive as being responsible for those 
circumstances. They forget the sovereignty of God. They for-
get God has a plan that they are a part of. They start to chafe 
against the God-given authority covering them. 

Miriam did, and she saw Moses as the problem. She was 
jealous of the seventy prophets he had appointed (Numbers 
11:16, 17). When we harbor jealousy, especially over leadership 
issues, we effectively live in the wilderness in our thinking. 
5. What potential for damage to Israel’s stability did Miriam’s 

jealousy have?
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Miriam’s Campaign
Read Numbers 12:1 and 2.
Numbers 12 opens with Miriam mentioned first. A literal 

translation of the Hebrew reads, “And she spoke, Miriam, and 
Aaron against Moses.” In other words, Miriam was leading the re-
bellion against Moses. Miriam first worked on her brother Aaron, 
high priest of Israel, spiritual head of the nation, but not such a 
strong leader (and definitely not as strong as his big sister). 

Miriam thought the people would trust Aaron as her run-
ning mate. She started an election campaign, and not a clean 
one. Miriam campaigned on two issues: first, Moses’ marriage, 
and therefore his qualifications for leadership, and, second, 
the need for prophets. Miriam’s first campaign tactic was 
to start publicly criticizing Moses’ marriage to an Ethiopian 
woman (Cush is associated with Ethiopia in Scripture), im-
plying that Moses’ marriage to the woman should disqualify 
him from leadership. This brought Miriam to her next point: 
she and Aaron were well qualified to lead Israel, for they 
and Moses were equally prophets of God and more qualified 
than the seventy elders appointed to help Moses. It was true, 
Aaron was also a prophet (Exodus 4:14–16), but he was Moses’ 
prophet, not directly God’s prophet. 
6. What could Miriam have done in her leadership position to 

encourage her despondent brother, please God, and avoid 
her fall?

God’s Interjection
Read Numbers 12:3–9. 
Apparently Moses heard the campaign rhetoric and humbly 

said nothing (v. 3). But God heard, and rose up to defend His 
man (vv. 2, 4). Very publicly, God addressed Moses, Aaron, and 



Miriam. Saying nothing about the marriage, God spoke to the 
real issue, that of Moses’ qualifications as His prophet. He told 
Miriam and Aaron in no uncertain terms that they didn’t come 
close to Moses (vv. 6–8). 

God is sovereign over all national leaders: He raises them 
to power, and He removes them from power as He sees fit. 
When we start bucking the leadership placed over us by God—
spiritual, familial, or political—we in effect engage in rebellion 
against Him. 

God’s Punishment of Miriam
Read Numbers 12:10–16.
God’s punishment for the mutiny fit the crime. God struck 

Miriam with leprosy. Consider the irony: she had wanted 
Moses put out of leadership and out of Israel. Now her leprosy 
meant that she would be quarantined outside the camp (v. 14; 
see Leviticus 13:45, 46). 

Like jealousy, leprosy is an infectious, wasting disease. It 
is loathsome and dreaded. In Miriam’s day and even into the 
last century, there was no cure for it. Leprosy is caused by bac-
teria that slowly destroy living tissue. The disease attacks the 
nerves, respiratory system, skin, and eyes, and can lie unde-
tected for years before manifesting itself outwardly. It effec-
tively deadens feeling in extremities and digits so that they are 
easily damaged and lost. 

Miriam had acted in the flesh, or carnally, in her actions, 
not under the Spirit’s direction. 
7. “Carnal” is another word for “fleshly.” Read Romans 8:7; 

1 Corinthians 3:1, 3, 4; and 2 Corinthians 10:4, 5. Based on 
these verses, what is a carnal Christian like?

Miriam had pride and jealousy, which are wasting, deadly 
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diseases. How long had they resided in her, remaining unde-
tected, eating away at her until finally emerging? We do not 
know. 
8. What do Hebrews 12:14 and 15 imply about bitterness? 

9. Do you need to confess being carnal or nurturing bitter-
ness from jealousy or pride?

After seven days, in answer to Moses’ and Aaron’s pleas for 
Miriam, God did heal her. 

This lesson is a warning about how we speak publicly of our 
leaders—yes, spiritual leaders and government leaders. It’s a 
warning about the consequences of harboring jealousy and 
pride. I think America’s national pastime is criticizing its gov-
ernment leaders, primarily because we have free speech. But 
maybe this lesson will teach us something, especially during 
election cycles. Maybe it will help us to think about what we 
say about an elected official or one running for office. 

Prayer Points

• We need to beware of the temptation to publicly criticize 
government leaders and their policies and actions. We 
also need to be careful not to engage in character assas-
sination, but to pray for those with whom we disagree.

• We can stall God’s work and the effectiveness of our 
prayers by operating in the flesh.

• We need to encourage those who bear the responsibility 
of government, especially when they are under attack. 
We need to be praying for them and telling them we are 
praying for them. 



Taking Action in Prayer

Take time now, as you close in prayer, to pray for the lead-
ers in your local, state, and national governments. Pray for 
those who know Christ as their Savior, that God will give them 
wisdom and discernment in their work and will protect them 
from evil. Pray for those who do not know Christ, that they will 
come to the knowledge of the truth. Pray for your leaders’ mar-
riages and families. Pray for leaders as they carry the heavy 
load of leadership. Pray for yourself as you consider the lesson 
of Miriam. Pray believing.
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Deborah and Jael:  
Ready for Battle 

“Have not I commanded thee? Be strong and of a good courage; 
be not afraid, neither be thou dismayed: for the Lord thy God is 
with thee whithersoever thou goest” (Joshua 1:9).

In London, on the west side of Westminster Bridge opposite 
Big Ben, there is a bronze statue of the warrior queen Boudicca 
in her chariot. Around AD 60, Boadicea (Roman spelling), wife 
of Prasutagus, king of the Iceni, a Celtic tribe, raised up an 
army and led a successful revolt against the oppressive Roman 
forces occupying Britain, almost driving them out completely. 
She was a heroine, and is still revered today for her courage 
and grit. 

Like Queen Boadicea, Deborah was a war veteran, national 
leader, and heroine at a time when enemy occupation made 
life very hard. As we turn from Miriam to study Deborah, we 
enter the age of the Judges, heroes at a time when defeated Is-
rael badly needed them. 

Unfolding the Word

Read Judges 4:1–3.
In the years between Miriam and Deborah, Israel had en-

tered and conquered the Promised Land under the leadership 
of Joshua, set up the tabernacle at Shiloh, set up the stone tab-
lets of the law on Mount Ebal and Mount Gerazim, divided the 
land among the twelve tribes, and reduced the army of 600,000 
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to 40,000 reservists. But in Judges 4, about 150 years after Joshua’s 
death, there still was no consistent central unifying leadership. 
By then, many of the tribes had compromised with the remnants 
of the enemy, forsaken God, and become idolaters. As the last 
verse in the book of Judges states, “There was no king in Israel: 
every man did that which was right in his own eyes” (Judges 
21:25).

In the power vacuum after the death of Judge Ehud, the Ca-
naanites regained control of the northern half of the country, 
and King Jabin made Hazor his capital city. As appalling as it 
seems, the Promised Land, conquered by God and His people, 
had been retaken by the enemy. 
1. According to Judges 4:3, what problems in Israel caused the 

people to cry out to God?

Deborah
Read Judges 4:4 and 5.
Deborah was a wife, a working mother, a magistrate, and 

the only woman among all the judges who led Israel. Her name 
means “bee,” implying she was very industrious, wise, orga-
nized, and orderly—leadership and motherhood necessities! 
Deborah loved God and knew His law and the promises of the 
Abrahamic Covenant. She knew God’s faithful history with Is-
rael, and Israel’s divine destiny as the nation through whom 
the Messiah would come. 

The fourth judge of Israel, Deborah was a remarkable woman 
of faith. She held court to listen to and settle all manner of 
civil disputes. She is also the first and only female war veteran 
named in Scripture. Her husband’s name was Lapidoth. He is 
mentioned to show that she was a woman under authority, as 
God demonstrates with each of the Bible’s four prophetesses. 

In Judges 5:7, Deborah identified herself as “a mother in 



Israel.” She encouraged all women by saying, in our vernacular, 
that she was “just a mom.” 

Deborah’s spiritual calling was prophetess. Someone with 
the gift of prophecy at that time would foretell the future and/
or simply forthtell (“publish”) the word of God. Either way, that 
person authoritatively gave a message from God to the people. 

Conditions in Deborah’s Homeland
Read Judges 5:1–31.
The song of praise Deborah composed after the victory 

gives us more insight into the conditions in the land under Ca-
naanite oppression: 

• The enemy controlled the roads, so people were afraid to 
travel (v. 6). 

• The wells and water supplies were in enemy hands and 
patrolled by armed soldiers (v. 11). 

• The Canaanites had banned the possession of weapons 
(v. 8). The Israelites would have had limited tools for 
farming as well. If we look at the name of the town where 
Sisera quartered the enemy army, Harosheth Hagoyim, 
we get some clues. Harosheth means “smithy” (the place 
where metalwork was done), while Harosheth Hagoyim 
means “the smithy of the Gentiles,” indicating that no 
God-worshiper was welcome there. 

• Enemy soldiers raped the Israelite women and took them 
as slaves (v. 30). 

• The soldiers plundered the Israelites (v. 30).
2. What enemy “chariots” and conditions in your nation have 

made you fearful?
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Deborah’s Message
Read Judges 4:6–9.
In Judges 4:6–9 we find Deborah forthtelling, authorita-

tively summoning a reluctant Barak to tell him that God was 
commanding him to raise up an army to defeat Sisera. God 
even provided the battle strategy: the men were to establish 
their presence on the high ground at Mount Tabor near the 
River Kishon. God also promised Barak the victory. 
3. (a) How did Barak react to the orders?

(b) Why might he have been reluctant?

What we find in Barak is an example of the epidemic that 
had struck all the male leaders in Israel: fear and doubt. The 
enemy had them intimidated. The circumstances had them 
defeated. 
4. How did Deborah react to Barak’s response?

5. Logically, who could Barak assume that woman would be? 

Barak might have assumed Deborah would get the honor, 
but Deborah was foretelling. It was not Deborah who would 
receive the glory. 
6. How can we women encourage male leaders to stand firm? 

Deborah knew better than to make the same mistake that 



Miriam had made in publicly criticizing the male leadership 
(see lesson 5). Deborah was not a feminist. She did not hu-
miliate the men by raising an army of women and going after 
Sisera, captain of King Jabin’s occupying army. She did not 
even raise an army of men and lead them into battle. She en-
couraged and exhorted the men to do what God had called 
them to do, and she fought with them as they engaged in bat-
tle. Her trust and obedience were a rebuke to the men of her 
generation who were paralyzed with fear. 
7. What lessons can we take from Deborah’s example of en-

couraging and helping rather than berating men in leader-
ship roles, such as those in our government, at our work, or 
in our homes?

Response to Deborah’s Message
Read Judges 4:10–17, 23, and 24.
In response to Barak’s call, ten thousand men headed for 

Mount Tabor and encamped there as God had instructed. 
Mount Tabor sticks up like a bump on the wide, flat land of the 
Valley of Jezreel, a place that Napoleon said was very good for a 
battle. As directed by God, the Israelites took the high ground. 
Sure enough, when Captain Sisera heard, he left Harosheth 
and set out with his vast army and nine hundred chariots to 
engage them. He lined up his army on the valley floor, expect-
ing an easy victory over men who had no swords or horses. But 
he hadn’t banked on God’s hand entering the battle. 

God opened the heavens and sent a flash flood down the 
River Kishon, turning the valley floor into mud, effectively im-
mobilizing the chariots and horses (Judges 5:21, 22). Barak and 
his ten thousand flew down the mountainside and killed all 
the trapped enemy soldiers with swords that they took from 
the bogged-down Canaanites. 
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Barak took off after the fleeing Captain Sisera to ensure he 
would not live to fight another day (Judges 4:16). The Israel-
ite soldiers, fresh with renewed confidence in God, went after 
King Jabin in the capital of Hazor and finished him off (vv. 23, 
24). Though God gave the men of Israel the victory, because of 
Barak’s initial unbelief, he was denied the honors of the day. 
There is a warning here for us: in a moment of unbelief we can 
lose recognition and reward.

Jael
Read Judges 4:17–22.
Jael was the wife of Heber the Kenite. The Kenites were 

seminomadic people from Sinai who had allied themselves 
with Israel ( Judges 1:16; 4:11). Captain Sisera fled on foot to 
Heber’s tent expecting to find safety, but instead Jael finished 
him off with the only weapons she had—a tent peg and a 
hammer. 

In Jael we find another woman of courage, raised up by 
God to do what the paralyzed and compromising men would 
not do. She did not have to take out an army, but she was able 
to take out its head. In Judges 5:24 Deborah calls Jael blessed 
above women. Jael was the woman who Deborah had proph-
esied would get the honor. Deborah may have gone to battle 
for her country, rising to prominence on the national level, 
but Jael went to battle for her country from her home and was 
equally successful. 
8. How can a woman at home help to defeat the evil that 

works to occupy and rule a nation?

With the tent peg of prayer—purposely targeted prayer—
hammered home, we women can help defeat evil. Just as 



tent pegs are the most vital devices that hold a tent together, 
keeping it upright, securely fastened, and safe no matter what 
storms and weather it must endure, so is targeted, persistent 
prayer to the home and nation.

Deborah’s Song
Read Judges 5.
Judges 5 is known as the Song of Deborah, the hymn of 

praise she wrote and sang to God for the miraculous victory 
over Jabin and Sisera. Remembering what God has done is 
important. Retelling God’s deeds to the next generation is im-
portant. Embedding it in song ensures it will be easily remem-
bered and taught to subsequent generations. 

When we go to battle in prayer for our nation, we can ef-
fectively reverse the course of evil for an entire generation. If 
we teach our children to do the same, they can enjoy rest too. 
We will not stop God’s judgment from occurring, for God has 
set a date, unknown to us, when He will judge the earth. Until 
the church is raptured, let us pray believing that God will an-
swer and that He will be merciful, giving us interim victory 
and rest.

Prayer Points

• When we pray, we should not feel overwhelmed or in-
timidated by the seeming size of the enemy, but should 
pray in faith.

• Our prayer should include praising God for His faithful-
ness and His history of giving victory.

• Godly leaders who will not compromise with evil need 
our prayers.

• Our state and national judiciaries—our judges, courts, 
and supreme courts—need our prayer.
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• Send notes of encouragement to godly, courageous 
leaders.

• Our military and its leaders need wisdom in strategizing 
and need courage and victory in battle. We can pray for 
these things.

Taking Action in Prayer

Take time now, as you close in prayer, to pray for your na-
tion’s leaders. Pray for those who know Christ as their Savior 
to be given wisdom and discernment in their work and pro-
tection from evil. Pray for those who do not know Christ to 
come to the knowledge of the truth. Pray that God will raise up 
godly women to those roles. Pray that God will use the women 
already in government leadership, as He did Deborah, along-
side men in the battle for our nation’s safety and security. Pray 
believing.
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L E S S O N  7

Hannah:  
Woman of Prayer

“Who is this King of glory? The Lord of hosts, he is the King of 
glory. Selah” (Psalm 24:10).

The next significant woman in our study is Hannah. God 
used her, a childless woman with a stepfamily, through which 
to work His plans. Hannah belongs to the group of Biblical 
women whose significance has to do with giving birth, but she 
is atypical in that she is not in the line of Christ. So how did 
God use Hannah to impact kings and kingdoms for Himself 
and for His Christ? 

Unfolding the Word

The book of 1 Samuel opens near the end of the time of the 
judges, for Hannah’s son Samuel was the last judge. Eli the high 
priest was then judge of Israel (1 Samuel 4:18). Even though Eli 
was a good man, the priesthood was corrupt (1 Samuel 2:12). 

Elkanah’s Family
Read 1 Samuel 1:1–8.
Hannah and her family lived in the hill country of Mount 

Ephraim. Elkanah, her husband, was a Levite of the family of 
priests descended from Aaron (1 Chronicles 6:34). He appears 
to have been a kind, generous man and quite religious, duti-
fully taking his family to the tabernacle to worship God and 
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attend the required feasts each year. His family fiercely kept 
their religious traditions, but they were ignorant of much of 
God’s Word and had adopted polygamy, a pagan marriage 
practice. Indeed, the Word of God was “precious” (“rare”; 
1 Samuel 3:1). 

Peninnah, Elkanah’s other wife, had produced a brood, but 
Hannah had not. Not only would an empty womb and empty 
arms have been hard on Hannah, but in that culture, being un-
able to produce a child was disgraceful. Hannah suffered. 

Verse 5 specifically tells us that God had shut Hannah’s 
womb. In hindsight we know that His actions would ultimately 
impact the entire nation of Israel, but like us in similar situa-
tions, Hannah could not see the loving hand of her covenant-
keeping God in her plight. 
1. In your own life, like Hannah, do you have a situation that 

is breaking your heart, for which there seems to be no fix, 
and for which the words of others seem of little comfort? If 
so, what?

2. What words in verses 6, 7, 10, 15, and 16 describe Hannah? 

At first glance Hannah may appear as a very gentle, submis-
sive soul, whose feelings were often bruised and who spent a 
lot of time living on her emotions. But by the end of the ac-
count, we conclude that she was a strong woman in matters 
of faith and in her belief in Israel’s divine destiny as the nation 
through which the Messiah would come. Israel is pictured 
in Elkanah’s two wives: Hannah is a picture of the “remnant,” 
the faithful ones in the spiritually barren land of Israel, seek-
ing God, petitioning Him to send the Messiah and save Israel. 
Peninnah pictures religious Israel, keeping all the rituals, busy 



producing, but ignorant of God’s Word and compromising 
with the culture. 

Peninnah was true to her name, which means “coral.” Coral 
is very pretty, but sharp and cutting. Verse 6 calls her Hannah’s 
“adversary,” engaging in relentless attacks on Hannah. Penin-
nah was probably jealous because, though she had the chil-
dren, Hannah had Elkanah’s heart (v. 5). Imagine Peninnah, at 
every gathering at Shiloh, showing off her growing brood! 

At the tabernacle, everyone except Hannah shared in the 
worship meal. Hannah’s heart was convicted not to worship until 
she had settled things with God. So she slipped away to pray. 

The Heart of the Matter
Read 1 Samuel 1:9–11.

3. How did Hannah find refuge in prayer, and what does that 
mean for us today?

4. For what did Hannah pray?

5. What did she vow?

Note in verse 11, Hannah saw producing a son as her way 
out of her painful circumstances, as a way of silencing Penin-
nah and taking away her reproach. I probably would not have 
counseled her to pray that way! She seemingly bargained 
with God. But did she? No. Rather she made a vow. She made 
a vow to give up the son to God to be raised as what was 
called a Nazarite, separated to God for life (Numbers 6:1–21). 
She wanted her son to be separated to God, uncorrupted by 
the surrounding culture. She wanted him to influence the 
nation for God. She prayed in faith, believing God for the 
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impossible. She knew God’s history; she knew He was faithful 
in such situations.

Hannah prayed humbly, not demanding, not claiming any-
thing, repeatedly calling herself God’s “handmaid,” and bank-
ing on God’s promises for Israel. 

Interlude with Eli
Read 1 Samuel 1:12–19a.
Eli the high priest observed Hannah pouring out her heart 

and soul to God and, sadly, assumed she was drunk. She re-
sponded graciously, not indignantly, telling him her heart. “Go 
in peace,” he replied, “and the God of Israel grant thee thy pe-
tition” (v. 17). And “go in peace” she did. That is what we, too, 
must do after we have poured out our hearts to God: go in 
peace and trust; leave it with Him and go worship. 

In surrendering her most cherished desire to God, she was 
filled, not emptied. She found joy, not pain. Hannah progressed 
from weeping to worship; she then joined in the worship meal. 
The change in her heart was also reflected in her face (v. 18). 

Answered Prayer
Read 1 Samuel 1:19b–28.
Less than a year later Hannah gave birth to a son and 

named him Samuel, which means “asked of God.” Here we 
clearly see God’s heart as He lovingly and graciously granted 
Hannah the desires of her heart. He used her desire to fulfill 
His plans for Israel. Little did Hannah know the great plans 
God had for her child. 

In verses 21 and 22, we learn that Hannah stayed home 
with Samuel until he was weaned. For three years or so, Han-
nah invested in Samuel’s spiritual life and education. Then at 
the next feast time, Hannah returned to the tabernacle, taking 



Samuel and all the items necessary for sacrifice (v. 24). She 
took Samuel with her to give him to God (v. 28).
6. How hard do you think it was for Hannah to keep her vow 

and give little Samuel to Eli, Hophni, and Phineas?

Hannah’s faith was in God, and her praise was to Him for 
what He had done. What an example Hannah is for us to trust 
the Lord with our children, for Him to fulfill His plan and pur-
poses in their lives, to let them go and trust God. How could 
Hannah turn her son over to Eli and his wicked sons? She 
didn’t. She was entrusting him to Jehovah Sabaoth, Lord of 
Hosts.

The Response of Praise
Read 1 Samuel 2:1–10.

7. Who is the focus of Hannah’s praise?

8. What does she say about Him?

Hannah’s prayer was one of praise. It was also a treatise on 
the character and attributes of God, on the theology of the 
Lord of Hosts. Hannah may not have known theological terms 
like omniscience, omnipotence, omnipresence, and sovereignty, 
or been able to teach them to a three-year-old, but she cer-
tainly understood the concepts and taught them to Samuel 
in understandable terms. In a culture where the Word of God 
was rare, Hannah taught Samuel theology and faith in God. 
It would be the theology that would shape his faith and walk, 
guide him when he ministered as a prophet, and steer him 
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when he judged Israel. It would be the theology he would use 
when mentoring young David, future king of Israel. 

Children are never too young to learn theology. We do not 
know who in future generations will be influenced by what we 
teach now. Hannah’s prayer of praise became part of the praise 
and worship hymnody of Israel, learned and passed down 
through the generations. The influence of Hannah—just one 
prayerful mom—on the nation of Israel and on the kingdom 
and its leadership cannot be overestimated.

Prayer Points

• Take all anxieties, bitterness, and frustrations to the 
Lord, leaving them there. Then worship Him.

• Instill in your child/children the truth about God, holi-
ness, and judgment in a culture that does not know Him.

• Instill in your child/children the necessity of being prayer 
warriors for the nation and its leadership (1 Samuel 
12:23).

Taking Action in Prayer

Take time now, as you close in prayer, to pray for your na-
tion’s future leaders. Pray that in seeking answers for the prob-
lems in your own life, you do not lose sight of the big picture 
of what God is doing. Pray that you would be willing for your 
children, grandchildren, or great-grandchildren to be people 
God raises up to lead in a godly manner or become the godly 
mentors of such future leaders. Pray believing. 
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Abigail: 
Wise Counselor

“A wise man will hear, and will increase learning; and a man of 
understanding shall attain unto wise counsels” (Proverbs 1:5). 

First Samuel 25 opens probably toward the last two years 
of David’s life on the run from King Saul. The chapter starts 
with significant news: Samuel, the prophet and judge of Is-
rael, had died. All Israel mourned for him. The loss to the na-
tion of its greatest prayer warrior cannot be overestimated 
(1 Samuel 12:25), and the loss of the prophetic voice to Isra-
el’s leadership was extremely significant. The personal loss to 
David would have been great too, for Samuel was his mentor, 
friend, and encourager in the Lord. Though Samuel was gone, 
God would use a woman to speak as a prophetic voice into 
David’s life. 

Unfolding the Word

A Foolish Response
Read 1 Samuel 25:2–11 and 16.
Nabal, having descended from Caleb, had inherited part 

of Caleb’s land. He was, therefore, from the tribe of Judah. 
That means he was kin to David, who was also from the tribe 
of Judah. Nabal’s home was in Maon, but he kept flocks in 
Carmel. 

Nabal was wealthy but evil and “churlish” (v. 3), which 
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means “mean, miserly, rough, rude, uncivil, surly, sullen, un-
feeling.” His name, we are told, means “fool” (v. 25). 

David’s men had been doing security guard work for 
Nabal’s shepherds and sheep, guarding them from thieves, 
wild animals, and Philistines (v. 16). 
1. How would most people respond to David’s voluntary 

guard work on their behalf ?

The profits Nabal enjoyed from fleece and flocks would 
have been due in great part to the work that David and his 
men had done. 
2. What favor did David ask of Nabal?

David sent ten representatives to ask Nabal for provisions 
in return for the honest work they had done for Nabal. David 
told them what to say and how to say it. They were to be polite, 
respectful, and humble. They were to open the message with 
greetings of peace and long life to Nabal and his house, which 
they did. They were to ask for any amount and any gift Nabal 
would be willing to give, which they did. By law the Israelites 
were obliged to show hospitality to anyone who asked (Deu-
teronomy 15:7–11). So David had every right by law and cus-
tom to ask the favor he did of Nabal. 

But Nabal’s response to David’s men was not generosity. In-
stead, he flew at them in a rage, basically called them nobodies 
and David a runaway slave. Nabal was insulting and abusive, 
and he refused to help. 

An Impulsive Response
Read 1 Samuel 25:12 and 13.
When David heard the answer from Nabal, he responded in 

anger. He was out for revenge. “Strap on your swords!” he told 



his men. He took off in the direction of Nabal’s feast, threaten-
ing to kill everyone there. He did not stop to pray, “Should I 
go?” as he had before. There was no prayer for guidance, just a 
reaction in the flesh. 
3. Had David been able to complete his mission, how would it 

have impacted his “divine destiny”? 

A Wise Response
Read 1 Samuel 25:14–20.
Nabal’s wife was Abigail, a wise, beautiful, prudent, and de-

cisive woman. When David impulsively headed out to seek re-
venge on Nabal, God sent the beautiful Abigail. David probably 
would not have listened to another man, and God knew it.
4. What do you learn about Abigail’s character from her ac-

tions toward David?

Proverbs 15:1 says, “A soft answer turneth away wrath,” and 
Abigail exemplifies that truth. 
5. When have you used a soft, or gentle, answer to turn away 

wrath or anger? What was the result?

6. When have you tried to reason and argue with no good 
result?
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Abigail’s approach instantly deflated David and diffused 
his anger. There is great wisdom here if we will pay attention. 
When Abigail heard about the insult and impending calam-
ity (vv. 14–17), she gathered sufficient quantities of food and 
set off to right the wrong (v. 18). She was probably seasoned at 
being a peacemaker between her husband and the household 
and possibly between her husband and their neighbors. 

A Humble Response
Read 1 Samuel 25:21–31.
When Abigail encountered David, she immediately pros-

trated herself in humility before him. She called him “my lord” 
ten times and referred to herself as his “handmaid,” or servant. 

Agreeing with David that the way her husband had treated 
him was evil (v. 25), she asked him to think not about the in-
sult, but about a godly response to the insult. Imagine her im-
peding David’s progress by lying on the ground in front of him. 
She took the blame for Nabal’s lack of hospitality and asked 
that the gifts she brought make the matter right (vv. 24, 27). 
She interceded for her husband and offered herself as a sub-
stitute: “Kill me, not him,” she said. She didn’t make excuses 
for Nabal, but she did say that he lived up to his name, “fool,” 
meaning that he was not someone David should expend time 
and energy on. 

God used Abigail to get David’s attention. Then God used 
her to remind David that His purpose for him was still on 
track. In her message about David’s future, we find that Abigail 
was politically savvy. She knew her own mind. She made seven 
points that were great brushstrokes of the future for David 
and his life purpose, which would have been ruined if he had 
taken vengeance on Nabal. Abigail took David’s focus off the 
circumstances and put it on to God’s plans and promises for 
him. Here are her seven points (vv. 28–31).



• God would give David a lasting dynasty as king (v. 28). 
• The Lord fought David’s battles (v. 28).
• Currently David was innocent and had no criminal 

record (v. 28).
• The Lord had David’s life “bound in the bundle of life” 

(v. 29). He had a preservation order on David. The picture 
is that of a jewel carefully tied up to protect it. 

• With just a stone, David had felled Goliath. The Lord 
would sling out David’s enemies as from a slingshot, the 
opposite of being kept safe in a bundle (v. 29). 

• The Lord would make David king of Israel (v. 30). 
• David needed to ascend the throne with a clean con-

science and heart and with no guilt to live with (v. 30). 
7. What does Abigail’s speech suggest about dealing with our 

own or others’ negativity?

A Contrite Response
Read 1 Samuel 25:32–35.
Abigail’s actions worked. She diffused David’s wrath, saving 

her household, her husband, and David and his future. David 
recognized that God had sent Abigail to him to prevent a ter-
rible crime from occurring, which would have ruined God’s 
plans for him. She had also fixed his mind back on his life pur-
pose and his faith in God. He accepted her appeal and her gift. 
Had Abigail not intervened, David would have ruined his repu-
tation before getting started. 
8. What qualified Abigail to be used by God?
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Abigail was already a woman of faith and theology, believ-
ing God’s promises. God uses those who believe Him and know 
Him. 

God’s Response
Read 1 Samuel 25:36–38.
When Abigail got home, she found Nabal drunk, partying 

generously with his drinking buddies—this from the man who 
had been so miserly with David. 

Wisely, Abigail waited for Nabal to sober up, and then she 
told him what she had done. Rather than giving him a piece 
of her mind for what he had precipitated, she told him calmly. 
But Nabal was so shocked that “his heart died within him”; 
he had a stroke. Ten days later God took him. Did God repay 
Nabal? Yes. 

Epilogue
Read 1 Samuel 25:39–42.
David, impressed by Abigail’s strength of character and her 

faith, asked her to be his wife. A king would need such a wife.
Abigail accepted.

Prayer Points

• Psalm 91:1–4 encourages us to ask God to protect future 
leaders, preserve them, and train them to be wise leaders.

• Proverbs 1:8 suggests something to pray about: that God 
would use godly people in the lives of future leaders to 
steer them and counsel them.

• Psalm 119:9 shows us the wisdom of asking God to keep 
future leaders from making foolish mistakes that ruin 
their integrity before God and others.



• James 1:19 and 20 imply the value of asking God for 
future leaders to learn to control anger and refrain from 
angry responses.

• Proverbs 31:20 encourages us to pray for future leaders to 
be generous and just.

Taking Action in Prayer

Take time now, as you close in prayer, to pray for the future 
leaders of your nation. Pray that God will give wisdom, dis-
cernment, and protection from temptation and evil to those 
who know Christ as their Savior. Pray for those who do not 
know Christ to come to the knowledge of the truth. Pray that 
God would hone their character to reflect Him. Pray believing. 
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L E S S O N  9

Esther:  
Influential First Lady

“For if thou altogether holdest thy peace at this time, then shall 
there enlargement and deliverance arise to the Jews from another 
place; . . . and who knoweth whether thou art come to the kingdom 
for such a time as this?” (Esther 4:14).

We have been studying women whom God used to impact 
kings, capitals, or legislation. In Esther we have a woman who 
influenced all three. Most of the action takes place in Shushan, 
or Susa, the capital of the vast Persian Empire, in the king’s pal-
ace and in the “citadel,” the fortified palace complex. 

Unfolding the Word

A Drunken King
Read Esther 1:1–22.
King Xerxes, ruler of 127 provinces from Ethiopia to India, 

hosted the governors of the provinces and his military leaders for 
180 days, treating them royally (vv. 1–4). Then he held a seven-day 
banquet in the opulent royal gardens for all who worked in the cit-
adel (v. 5). There was much drinking at this banquet. Meanwhile, 
his queen, Vashti, held a banquet for the female staff. 

When the king and the men were good and drunk (vv. 8, 
10), Xerxes ordered that the queen be brought to his banquet 
to show off her beauty (vv. 10, 11). She refused. Probably no 
woman would blame Queen Vashti for what she did, but her 
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refusal was a public affront to the king’s ego and his absolute 
rule. No one in the kingdom dared disobey him, but his queen 
had. The man became enraged (v. 12). 

His legal advisors’ counsel seems comic to us—that the king 
pass a law commanding all wives to obey their husbands or risk 
anarchy and rebellion in the land (vv. 17–20)! But remember, 
they were all well drunk. So Vashti was banished (v. 19). 

Hadassah
Read Esther 2:1–18.
When the king sobered up and regretted dismissing his 

beautiful queen, he was advised to have a beauty contest, and 
the winner would get the crown. 

In Shushan lived a Jewish girl named Hadassah, which is 
Hebrew for “myrtle,” the beautiful flowering evergreen shrub 
whose white flowers resemble a star. Her Persian name, Esther, 
means “star.” Hadassah’s cousin Mordecai had been her guard-
ian since she was orphaned. He was a government official and 
a known Jew. It was he who suggested to Esther that she try 
out for the crown, for she was a beautiful girl. But he warned 
her not to disclose that she was a Jew.

Hadassah underwent months of spa treatments (v. 12). She 
was so beautiful that she obtained the favor of everyone who 
looked at her (v. 15). Something in her appealed to those around 
her (e.g., v. 9). She was natural and content, not requiring any 
more than what had already been given her (vv. 13, 15).
1. What made the king choose Esther over the other beauties?

Queen Esther
The Plot against the Jews

Read Esther 3:1–15.
Esther had been first lady for about five years when Haman 



was promoted to prime minister. Haman became incensed 
because day after day Mordecai would not bow down to him 
when he passed, as was protocol. Mordecai would not bow 
probably because of a long-standing feud between the Jews 
and the Agagites, relatives of the Amalekites, who were Israel’s 
ancient enemies (see, for example, Numbers 14:43, 45; Judges 
6:3; 1 Samuel 14:48). 
2. How did Haman react to Mordecai’s refusal to bow  

(Esther 3:5)?

Haman cast lots (“pur” in Persian, or “purim,” plural, the 
origin of the name of the holiday). This was a traditional way 
of seeking divine guidance. He wanted to see what would be 
the best and most effective time and way to approach the 
king about a law to destroy the Jews. He did not mention the 
Jews by name, but persuaded the king that a particular people 
group scattered throughout the empire were anarchists and 
should be destroyed (vv. 7–11). 

The thirteenth day of the twelfth month was chosen for 
the genocide. Letters were sent to all the provinces in vari-
ous languages (vv. 12–15). The decree put the capital city in an 
uproar. The Jews had become an integral part of the Persian 
culture and economy as craftsmen, shopkeepers, and service 
personnel. The anti-Semitic groups would have begun stirring 
up trouble in anticipation of their expected victory. The Jews 
would have begun fearing for their lives. 

The Jews’ Response
Read Esther 4:1–16. 
The Jewish people all over the kingdom turned to prayer 

and fasting, even to putting on sackcloth and ashes as a sign of 
great mourning, penitence, and contrition. 
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3. When Mordecai petitioned Esther to approach the king 
(v. 8), what was her first response (v. 11)?

4. How did Mordecai reply (v. 13)?

Mordecai believed that God would answer the prayers of 
the people and that deliverance would come, even if Esther 
were too fearful to approach the king (v. 14). He pointed out 
that she would lose her life if she kept silent; the king, because 
of his edict, would have to have his wife killed. 

Mordecai asked Esther, “Who knoweth whether thou art 
come to the kingdom for such a time as this?” In God’s provi-
dence, Esther had attained to a great position for a great rea-
son—to prevent a great evil from occurring. 

Esther called for God’s people in the capital city to fast and 
pray for three days for the situation and for her as she wrestled 
with the risk of what she needed to do (v. 16). She set the ex-
ample, saying that she and her young women would be fasting 
and praying. In the end, she concluded, “If I perish I perish.” 
Esther agreed to risk her life to save many lives. This is cour-
age—not the absence of fear, but the boldness in faith to take 
necessary action in spite of our fears.
5. Is there something difficult you need to do, a difficult per-

son you must interact with, or a person in a high position 
that you need to approach? Does it jeopardize your posi-
tion? Are you hoping someone else will do the job? What 
has Esther’s experience showed you?



The Queen’s Plan
Read Esther 5:1–8 and 7:1–6, 9, 10. 
Because of the three days of prayer, God provided Esther 

with wisdom. She invited the king and Haman to come to din-
ner. Haman was thrilled to be asked to such an intimate soiree. 
This brings up an important principle: there is a godly way to 
make an appeal—with patience, much patience, allowing God 
to guide, and not in anger or frustration (Proverbs 15:1). God 
will honor such an approach.
6. When have you followed this principle? What was the result?

The next day while Haman was at dinner with the king and 
queen, Esther found her voice and spoke up about her iden-
tity and Haman’s plot to have her and all her people killed. The 
king sent Haman to be hung on gallows he had prepared for 
Mordecai. 

God’s Answer 
Review Esther 8:3—9:19.
Haman’s estate was confiscated and given to Esther, who 

immediately put Mordecai in charge of it (8:2). 
Esther again found her voice and asked for another law to 

be passed to help offset the coming genocide of her people. 
So a decree was sent throughout the kingdom to all the Jew-
ish people to arm and defend themselves, which they did. The 
Jewish people won the victory.
7. How does this account encourage you to pray earnestly for 

governments in relation to God’s people, Israel? In relation 
to God’s children, or believers (the church)?
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God’s name is conspicuously absent from the text, yet that’s 
the point. The theme of Esther is that God moved behind the 
scenes to keep His promises to Abraham. 
8. How did God equip Hadassah for delivering her people 

from Haman and others who hated them?

9. How has God equipped you for the job He has for you?

Prayer Points

• Praise God for Who He is: King of nations, holy, just, righ-
teous, equitable, and merciful.

• Esther had to die to self-interest. So must we if we are to ef-
fectively pray for God to reverse the encroaching tide of evil.

• Esther led the prayer of the women in the palace.
• Prayer and fasting—not placards and angry protest 

marches—are the way for God’s people to impact legisla-
tion and elections. 

• Prayer must include repentance for the sins of the nation.

Taking Action in Prayer

Take time now, as you close in prayer, to pray for your na-
tion’s leadership. Pray that God will raise up government lead-
ers with hearts to preserve life and to overturn legislation that 
does not preserve life. Pray for those who know Christ as their 
Savior to be given wisdom and discernment in their work and 
protection from evil. Pray for those who do not know Christ to 
come to the knowledge of the truth. Pray for the influence of 
godly spouses. Pray believing. 
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Mary:  
Woman of Prayer  
from First to Last

“For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the gov-
ernment shall be upon his shoulder. .  .  . Of the increase of his 
government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of 
David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with 
judgment and with justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal 
of the Lord of hosts will perform this” (Isaiah 9:6, 7).

Our next subject for study is Mary, the mother of our Sav-
ior. Mary impacted not just a capital and a nation but the en-
tire world. She is the last woman in Scripture to do so through 
the means of birth. It was the birth of her Son to which the 
accounts of Eve, Sarah, and Hannah pointed. Mary is the one 
who fulfills the very first prophecy spoken to Eve by God con-
cerning the Sin Solution to come—that the Seed of the woman 
would crush the serpent (Genesis 3:15). But we also need to 
note that Mary was, like many of the other prominent women 
of the Bible we have studied, a woman of prayer. 

Unfolding the Word

Read Hebrews 1:1 and 2.
The four hundred years of God’s silence (between the Old 

and New Testaments) were about to be broken. God was about 
to speak again, but this time it would be through His Son. All 
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faithful Jews were looking expectantly for the Messiah to ar-
rive. There was great anticipation and longing among them, 
for after centuries of occupation and a succession of conquer-
ors, they longed for deliverance. Would it ever come?

The Annunciation
Read Luke 1:26–38.
God dispatched the archangel Gabriel to tell a young, ordi-

nary, engaged virgin named Mary that she had been given the 
honor of bringing the Messiah into the world. Both Mary and 
Joseph, her fiancé, were of the line of Judah (Matthew 1:1–17; 
Luke 3:23–38), the tribe of the promised Messiah.

Gabriel gave Mary several details about the Child she would 
conceive:

• She was to name Him Jesus. 
• He would be great. 
• He would be called the Son of the Highest.
• The Lord God would give Him the throne of His ancestor 

King David. 
• He would reign over the house of Jacob forever.
• His kingdom would never end.
Gabriel also explained how she, a virgin, would conceive 

this Child: “The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the 
power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also 
that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the 
Son of God” (Luke 1:35).
1. That was the most incredible news, but Gabriel shared 

some other news with Mary. 
(a) What was it?

(b) Why might Gabriel have concluded Elizabeth’s news by 
saying, “With God nothing shall be impossible”?



2. In your own words, summarize Mary’s response to Gabriel’s 
announcement.

The Magnificat, Mary’s Song of Praise
Read Luke 1:39–55.
Mary headed for Cousin Elizabeth’s home in the hill coun-

try. Elizabeth was the first person to greatly encourage Mary at 
what must have been an extraordinary time in her life—full of 
excitement and apprehension.
3. What unusual things happened as Mary greeted Elizabeth?

After Elizabeth finished speaking, Mary launched into a 
psalm of praise. In it we find the depth of her faith and spiritual 
understanding. She knew Who God is, she knew the promises 
of God to Abraham, and she knew the prophecies concerning 
the Messiah. She knew the Scriptures, for she quoted excerpts 
from them in her worship. Mary, too, had been looking long-
ingly for the Messiah to come and redeem Israel. Her psalm 
mirrors Hannah’s psalm of praise when God gave Hannah a 
son, Samuel, who would impact kings and kingdoms. 
4. For what did Mary praise God?

5. What character qualities did she ascribe to Him?
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6. What promise of God did she refer to, of which her assign-
ment was the fulfillment? 

The Birth of Jesus
Read Luke 2:1–14.
Verses 1–14 are probably the most familiar verses in Scripture. 

I knew them by heart long before I was saved because of all the 
church and school Christmas programs I had been involved in. 

Micah 5:2 says, “But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though 
thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee 
shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose 
goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting.” 
7. How did God fulfill prophecy and arrange for His Son to be 

born in Bethlehem when Mary and Joseph lived in Naza-
reth (Luke 2)?

8. How was the birth of God’s Son celebrated by Heaven? 

9. From Matthew 2:1–18, what wicked thing did Herod do in his 
attempts to destroy what he saw as a threat to his throne? 

The Death of Jesus
Simeon had warned Mary that she would suffer heartache 

even though her Son had come to earth to provide salvation, 
to be a light to the Gentiles, and to be the glory of the Jews.
10. According to John 7:1–5, Matthew 13:53–58, and Psalm 

69:8, what was one of the hard things Mary had to endure? 



As a young woman, Mary had been remarkably sure of her 
faith in a coming Savior, knowing and believing the promises 
of God and having quite a grasp of His character. He chose 
her, above all women, to bring the Savior into the world, even 
though being Jesus’ mother would bring her much suffering. 
11. From Luke 23:44–49 and John 19:25–27, where was Mary 

and what did she witness?

The Last Mention of Mary
Read Acts 1:8–14.
This is the last time we meet Mary in Scripture. We have no 

record of her death, but we do know that she went to be with 
her Savior when she died, because she believed and because 
He had died for her too. 

After the Lord’s ascension to Heaven and the promise that 
He would return, the twelve disciples, the women, and Mary 
went back to the Upper Room and devoted themselves to 
prayer. 

They prayed because from there, in Jerusalem, the gospel 
was to go out into all the world. From capital to capital. Jesus’ 
last words were a commission to go out from Jerusalem to 
other capitals (v. 8). 

Jesus Christ is the King of Heaven, King of creation, King of 
Kings, and Lord of Lords, and He is coming again. When He 
returns to the earth, He will vanquish all earthly kings and 
kingdoms and set up His Kingdom. For a thousand years He 
will reign in justice and righteousness from His capital, Jeru-
salem. Then after the Great White Throne Judgment—where 
unbelievers will be judged—God will make a new Heaven and 
a new Earth. The New Jerusalem will be the capital city, where 
the saved will live with Christ the Lamb and where He will 
reign forever and ever, finally fulfilling the prophecies and the 
angel’s message to Mary (Revelation 19—22).
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When we first meet Mary in the Scriptures, she is a young 
woman of prayer and praise to God. When we last meet Mary, 
she is praying corporately with believers. She was a woman of 
prayer from first to last. May that be true of us.

Prayer Points

• Praise the Lord Jesus Christ that He has come! Death is 
conquered! We have new life and salvation in Him! Satan 
is the defeated foe! All glory and honor are Christ’s to 
receive!

• Praise the Lord Jesus Christ, for He is coming again to 
rule and reign!

• When we obey 1 Timothy 2:1–4, we can ask God to turn 
back the tide of evil from our families and communities 
so we may lead quiet and peaceable lives, free to share 
the gospel. 

Taking Action in Prayer

Take time now, as you close in prayer, to pray for those who 
will impact kings and capitals but are yet to be born. Pray they 
will be kept from Satan’s attempts to destroy them. Pray for 
God to open doors to take the gospel to the world’s capitals 
and leaders before Christ returns. Pray believing.
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Anna:  
Witness to the Messiah’s 

Arrival
“Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the 
great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ; who gave himself for us, 
that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself 
a peculiar people, zealous of good works” (Titus 2:13, 14).

For this lesson we return to the time frame of Mary and Jo-
seph, making the trip from Bethlehem to the temple in Jerusa-
lem for Mary’s postnatal purification offering after Jesus’ birth. 
While at the temple fulfilling the requirements of the law, Jo-
seph and Mary experienced a divine appointment with two 
saints, Simeon and Anna. 

Have you ever wondered how the Old Testament saints 
were saved? Anna and Simeon show us that the Old Testament 
saints were saved looking forward to the Cross and the Savior 
to come, whereas today we are saved looking back to the Cross 
and the Savior Who came. 

Unfolding the Word

Simeon’s Expectation
Read Luke 2:25–35.
Simeon, like many devout Jews, had his eyes on God, look-

ing for the arrival of the long-promised Messiah. God had told 
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him through the Holy Spirit that though he was very old, he 
would live to see the Messiah’s arrival (v. 26). 

When Mary, Joseph, and baby Jesus walked into the temple, 
the Holy Spirit made it clear to Simeon that this was the Child 
he’d been waiting for (vv. 25–27). Simeon held the Child and 
praised God that he had lived to see that day and the dawn 
of salvation for Jews and Gentiles alike (vv. 28–32). Simeon 
praised God, quoting prophecies that spoke of the Messiah 
and what He would accomplish (Isaiah 42:6; 52:10; Psalm 
42:10; 98:2). Then he made a hard prophecy for the parents: 
though the Messiah would bring salvation, He would also be 
opposed and persecuted, suffer violence, and be rejected, just 
as Isaiah had foretold (Isaiah 53). 

Anna’s Expectation
Read Luke 2:36–38.
Only three verses are given to Anna, but they are enough to 

tell us that she was a remarkable lady. A remarkable old lady. I 
like that! 

Anna’s name is the same as Hannah, which means “grace.” 
Like the Old Testament woman who shares her name, Anna 
was a woman given to prayer. 
1. Can you think of three or more ways in which Anna emu-

lated Hannah?

Both women prayed concerning a needed child—Hannah 
for Samuel, and Anna for the Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

We are told that Anna was the daughter of Phanuel, of whom 
we know nothing, and that she was from the tribe of Asher 
(v.  36). Note that God always shows us the male leadership 
under which a prophetess served, either husband or father. 

Anna was widowed young after just seven years of mar-
riage (v. 36). Widowhood is never easy, but it was especially 



hard in those days. A woman usually had no personal means 
of support, and remarriage was pretty much the only means of 
not ending up in poverty. It is remarkable that Anna did not 
remarry but instead dedicated her life to serving God in the 
temple, the epicenter of Messianic hope. She was obviously fa-
miliar with tragedy, hardship, and grief. But, rather than being 
concerned with making a comfortable life for herself or wal-
lowing in self-pity, she fixed her heart on seeking God. 
2. Are you more or less like Anna in your focus? Where do you 

fit on the scale? 

More like Anna   Less like Anna

Verse 38 says Anna “spake of him [the Lord] to all them 
that looked for redemption in Jerusalem.” She talked about the 
Messiah coming to redeem Jerusalem, as promised in Isaiah 
52 (see especially verses 9 and 10). The Messiah, Jesus Christ, 
would also give Himself to redeem, or ransom, sinners (Titus 
2:14; 1 Peter 1:18, 19; Revelation 5:9).

Anna’s Prayer and Fasting
Read Luke 2:37 and 18:1–5.
Luke 2:37 tells us that Anna “served God with fastings and 

prayers night and day.” Praying earnestly for God to move in a 
situation is one thing. Praying along with fasting implies much 
self-denial and being earnestly focused on seeing a crisis re-
solved. Regularly praying and fasting as often as Anna did shows 
great perseverance in prayer to see the crisis resolved. It is often 
called “praying through.” In Luke 18:1–5 Jesus uses a parable to 
illustrate this principle. The judge finally gave the widow the jus-
tice she sought because she kept asking and did not give up. So 
Jesus says, we likewise “ought always to pray, and not to faint.”

Anna was dedicated to praying and fasting for her capital 
city, Jerusalem. She knew of the corruption in the political and 
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religious rulers. She knew of Israel’s long history of successive 
conquerors. She was living during Rome’s occupation and op-
pression of Israel. She knew that the Jews’ current situation 
had occurred because the people had turned their backs on 
God. She knew that the answer was for the Messiah to come as 
promised, set up His kingdom, and redeem His people. Psalm 
122:6 says, “Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: they shall prosper 
that love thee.” Anna thus prayed.

Anna chose to use her widowhood for God. 
3. What can you do to give yourself more time for praying, 

especially praying for your nation?

4. If you, like Anna, have suffered a great personal tragedy, are 
you more or less like her in your response to God? Where 
do you fit on the scale? 

More like Anna Less like Anna

Anna’s Testimony
Read Luke 2:36–38 again.
Anna saw the Babe in Simeon’s arms and heard Simeon’s 

declaration (v. 38). Just as the Holy Spirit had revealed the 
identity of the Babe to Simeon, so Anna grasped that this Babe 
was the fruit of her years of prayer. He was the One Who would 
redeem and comfort Israel. She realized that Jerusalem’s war-
fare had ended and that God had again turned His heart to Is-
rael. Her fasting days were over. Anna began to give thanks and 
testify to all who were looking for the Messiah to come.

Anna is also one of only two women in Scripture whose age 
is revealed by God: she was eighty-four. 
5. What did Sarah (see lesson 2) and Anna have in common?



Both women were favored by God to witness birth by su-
pernatural means: Sarah bore Isaac when she was older than 
Anna. And Anna witnessed the newborn, Virgin-born Messiah. 
They are bookends to the promise of God to Abraham (Genesis 
12:1–3). 

Anna was also the last witness to the arrival of the Messiah. 
6. Read Deuteronomy 19:15 and 2 Corinthians 13:1. What 

does the law say concerning eyewitness testimony?

Anna and Simeon together—two mature, known, re-
spected, and devout saints—witnessed the truth of the Mes-
siah’s arrival at His capital. Religious leaders performing cer-
emonies and Jews worshiping God were at the temple that day. 
They may have heard these two praise God and give thanks for 
the Messiah’s arrival. If so, they had a choice: accept or reject 
this corroborated testimony.
7. Have you accepted Anna’s and Simeon’s testimony, believ-

ing that Jesus is the Christ (Messiah), Who died to pay the 
penalty for your sins in your place? Have you believed on 
Him as your Savior?

Last Named Prophetess
Read 1 Corinthians 13:1–10.
Anna is the last of four named prophetesses in Scripture. First 

Corinthians 13:1–10 tells us why she was the last. Prophecies 
would pass away when the “perfect” came (v. 10). That “perfect” 
is Christ and the completed Word of God, Old and New Testa-
ments. The gift of the prophet is still among believers today (Ro-
mans 12:6), that of strongly forthtelling the Word of God. But 
there is no more foretelling, for God has said all He is going to say 
in His completed Word until Christ the Living Word comes again 
(Revelation 19:11–16). Anna was the last, a bookend to Messianic 
prophecy; from here on, Christ would speak for Himself.
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Prayer Points

• There is no issue that cannot be taken to God in prayer.
• We can pray back God’s Word to Him. For example, 

• Ephesians 1:15–23 when we pray for Christians who 
are government leaders;

• 1 Timothy 2:1–7 when we pray for our community, 
state, and nation;

• 2 Chronicles 32:6–8 when we pray for our military; 
• Acts 4:29, Philippians 1:20, and Ephesians 6:19 when 

we pray for chaplains; and
• Psalm 122:6 when we pray for the peace of Jerusalem, 

the apple of God’s eye (Zechariah 2:8).
• We can believe what God has promised concerning an-

swers to prayer (John 15:7, 16:23, 24; 1 John 5:14, 15).

Taking Action in Prayer

Take time now as you close in prayer to pray for your na-
tion’s leaders, praying God’s Word back to Him. Pray about 
every issue that concerns you. I urge you to “pray through,” 
believing God for the salvation and influence of government 
officials. 
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Lydia:  
Woman of Firsts

“And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask any 
thing according to his will, he heareth us: and if we know that he 
hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the petitions 
that we desired of him” (1 John 5:14, 15).

The women we have studied thus far lived before or at the 
time of the Savior’s birth but before the Cross. The last two 
prominent women we will study came after the Cross, the Res-
urrection, the Ascension, and the birth of the church on the 
Day of Pentecost. In this lesson we will study Lydia, who was 
led to salvation in Jesus Christ through the ministry of the 
apostle Paul and who was key in the spread of the gospel.

Unfolding the Word

Going into Europe
Read Acts 16:6–12.
Paul—along with his travel companions Timothy, Silas, and 

Luke—was on his second missionary journey visiting church 
plants in Asia Minor (part of modern Turkey). He thought his 
team would head for Asia, but the Holy Spirit kept stopping 
them. Then Paul had a vision calling him to go into Macedonia. 
Paul and his companions took it as a clear call from the Lord 
to do just that. They immediately booked passage and sailed to 
Neapolis, leaving behind the continent of Asia and taking the 
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gospel to the European continent for the first time. From Ne-
apolis they made the short walk to Philippi, a leading city of 
Macedonia and a Roman colony. 

Though not technically the capital of one of Macedonia’s 
four districts, Philippi was, as Scripture says, “the chief city of 
that part” (v. 12). It was close to the port of Neapolis, which 
bustled with trade from all over the world; and it sat at the 
crossroad of two vital trade routes. Philippi was strategically 
situated to speedily spread the gospel throughout Europe. 

Meeting at the Place of Prayer
Read Acts 16:13.
Paul’s custom when entering a new city was to seek out 

the local synagogue on the Sabbath and preach the gospel to 
the gathered Jews. Their tradition held that ten families were 
needed to start a synagogue, as ten tithing families could sup-
port a rabbi. A smaller community of Jews would, instead, 
have chosen a place of prayer where they would meet on the 
Sabbath. Apparently Philippi did not have a large enough Jew-
ish community for a synagogue. Just outside the city on the 
banks of the River Gangites, Paul found a group of women who 
gathered regularly to pray. 

Lydia
Read Acts 16:13–15.
Lydia was a Gentile living and working in a Roman colony. 

She was an independent, wealthy businesswoman with a 
large home and servants. Most likely she was single. She was 
from Thyatira. Lydia sold “purple,” which refers to purple dye 
and purple-dyed textiles. Some teach that the dye Lydia used 
was the red dye of the madder root—common in the area of 
Thyatira and often used to dye woolen commodities—but be-
cause the Scriptures specifically say “purple,” I respectfully dis-
agree. I believe the dye was instead the extremely expensive, 



very costly to manufacture Tyrian purple (or royal purple), ex-
tracted from the liquid of the Murex sea snails, of which twelve 
thousand are needed to make 1.4 grams of the dye. The purple 
dye was a luxury commodity, rare and expensive. Philippi, a 
prosperous city, could afford such luxuries. 
1. Who do you think Lydia’s customers might have been?

Lydia’s customers were probably the rich and powerful. 
Purple was used for the imperial robes and clothing of the 
governing elite of Rome, Egypt, and Persia. Purple is still very 
much the color of royalty. For example, Queen Elizabeth II had 
much purple in her formal regalia. On the Egnatian Way there 
would have been a regular stream of customers who bought 
Lydia’s goods and took them to the Far East, as well as to Rome 
in the West, because the most easterly point of the Egnatian 
Way was Byzantium; and there it intersected with the silk 
routes of China.
2. As a woman in a predominantly man’s world, Lydia had 

made it to the top in business. What character strengths do 
you think she had? 

3. Why might Lydia have been seeking God in a culture awash 
in paganism?

4. What, if anything, do you have in common with Lydia?

A successful business career had apparently not left Lydia 
completely satisfied and content, for she was seeking some-
thing. In a culture saturated with paganism and every “ism” 
going, she wanted something else; she wanted truth. I believe 
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Lydia’s gathering together with other women to pray was part 
of this search. God was working in her heart. I believe the 
Macedonian man (v. 9) was sent by God to Paul in answer to 
Lydia’s prayers. Paul was sent to Europe because God was stir-
ring a woman’s heart there. 
5. What happened to Lydia when Paul shared the gospel with 

the women?

Lydia heard the gospel for the first time. The phrase “at-
tended unto” used by Luke in verse 14 means “to listen in-
tently, paying careful attention to the meaning of the words.” 
God was drawing Lydia’s heart to Himself. God gave her ears 
to hear. Jesus said, “No man can come to me, except the Fa-
ther which hath sent me draw him: and I will raise him up at 
the last day” (John 6:44). Here we clearly see the sovereignty of 
God in salvation, taking the initiative, opening the heart and 
ears to receive the gospel message. God opened Lydia’s heart, 
she believed what she heard, and she responded immediately. 
She knew she had heard truth. She knew and believed that 
Jesus Christ died on the cross for her sins and that He con-
quered death so she might have eternal life (Romans 10:9–13).

Lydia was baptized, and why not, for they were by the river. 
Being baptized is evidence of the transformation within her. 
Even as a prominent woman of the area, she wanted to obey 
and be publicly identified with Christ. 
6. Then, according to verse 15, how else did she evidence a 

transformed heart?

Notice again the progression of God at work:
• Lydia heard the gospel.
• The Lord opened her heart to believe.
• She listened with ears of faith.



• She believed.
• She was baptized.
• She testified (her household all came to Christ).
• She opened her heart and home.
• She offered her life and resources to Christ and the work 

of the gospel.
7. For whom are you praying to have an experience similar to 

Lydia’s in regards to the gospel?

Lydia was the first convert in Europe. Her prayer group, 
seeking truth, opened the door to the gospel in Europe. As 
Anna the prophetess had used her poverty to serve the Lord 
in prayer, so Lydia used her prosperity and business skills to 
serve the Lord, generously giving financially and physically to 
support those in ministry.

Her home, her living room, was the first meeting place of 
Christians in Europe. It cradled the church of Philippi and gave 
it a good, strong start. When Paul later wrote to that church, 
he called it “my joy and crown” (Philippians 4:1). Lydia facili-
tated a great work of God.

We meet Lydia again at the end of Acts 16. Paul and Silas 
had been imprisoned for ruining a thriving business in the 
city by casting a demon out of a slave girl who was being used 
abominably. Of course, God used this imprisonment to reach 
another prominent and influential person for Christ, the Phi-
lippian jailer, and his household. 
8. What does verse 40 imply Lydia did for the battered and 

bruised pair? 

What would the neighbors say about Lydia bringing two 
ex-convicts into her home? Lydia didn’t hesitate or worry. She 
counted the cost. And note that by the time Paul left prison, 
there was quite a group meeting at Lydia’s house! 
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We can only imagine the influence for Christ that Lydia 
had as she did business with the rich and powerful and with 
all those who traveled the Egnatian Way, going both east and 
west. 

Prayer Points

• Be encouraged to pray for the gospel to be preached in 
your state and national capitals—God listens and an-
swers (1 John 5:14, 15).

• God will send help to the capitals and those who govern 
them, as he did in Macedonia (Acts 16:9).

• God will send help to continents, countries, and capitals 
where there is no gospel light when we ask Him to (Luke 
10:2). 

• When we ask in faith, believing, God will open the hearts 
of government leaders to hear and receive the Good 
News (Acts 16:14).

Taking Action in Prayer

As you close, pray for the gospel to be preached, pray for 
God to send help, and pray that He will open hearts. Pray that 
new believers will not be ashamed of the gospel and that their 
faith will affect the way they do business in government as well 
as in commerce.
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L E S S O N  1 3

Priscilla:  
Influential 

Businesswoman
“Greet Priscilla and Aquila my helpers in Christ Jesus: who have 
for my life laid down their own necks: unto whom not only I give 
thanks, but also all the churches of the Gentiles. Likewise greet 
the church that is in their house” (Romans 16:3–5).

For a long while after my husband and I were saved, I strug-
gled with what seemed to me a strange gifting of us as a couple. I 
am people oriented, loving to talk and teach, and wanting to be 
“on the front lines of battle” in ministry. My husband, who was 
not a shy man or any less confident in his theology, preferred 
to work in the background, using his gifts to quietly provide for 
any needs he noticed. I thought one of us was at fault, for surely 
the husband should be the one out front, and the wife, his help-
meet. I struggled, for I could no more subdue the drive in me 
than I could stop the sun from rising every day. And then I stud-
ied Aquila and Priscilla. This lesson is not about how to pray for 
government leaders, but about seeking God’s wisdom on how to 
use your home to impact your nation for Christ.

Unfolding the Word

Partners
Read Acts 181–4.
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We first meet Aquila and Priscilla in the city of Corinth. 
The apostle Paul was in that area because of what is known as 
the Macedonian Call (Acts 16:9), the vision that caused him to 
leave Asia Minor and head to Europe with the gospel for the 
first time. 
1. What does Acts 18:1–3 say about Aquila and Priscilla? 

During the reign of Claudius—a time of great persecution 
against Jews—the emperor had commanded all Jews to leave 
Rome. Aquila and Priscilla had moved to Achaia and set up 
shop in the city of Corinth. They were tent makers by trade, as 
was the apostle Paul.

Partners in the Gospel
Paul stayed in Ephesus eighteen months, with Aquila and 

Priscilla becoming his partners in the gospel. They sat under 
his teaching, becoming well grounded in theology, evangelism, 
and discipleship. Paul lived with them, and the three devel-
oped a close relationship, becoming lifelong friends and min-
istry coworkers. 

Aquila and Priscilla were prominent leaders in the early 
church, well known, and greatly esteemed. They are also the 
first recorded missionary couple. As we study Priscilla, we 
need to first look at the trade she and her husband were en-
gaged in. They were tent makers. The tents they made proba-
bly consisted of heavy linen and hemp (like canvas), the fabric 
used for ships’ sails and awnings for theaters, shops, amphi-
theaters, and the Roman Colosseum. Tent-making was a big 
business. And in a Roman port city, there would be plenty of 
work available.
2. Think about who the couple’s customers would have been. 

With whom would they have had opportunities to share 
the gospel?



3. With whom do you have an opportunity to share the gospel? 

Partners in Marriage
Aquila and Priscilla are the first example of what it means 

that in Christ there is no difference between men and women, 
slave or free, Jew or Gentile, but that all are equal (Galatians 
3:28). Christian marriage is a partnership. Even though God has 
established the divine order in families that men are the ones 
responsible to lead, He has never demeaned women in any 
way and has always given them due distinction and, in Christ, 
equality. 

Missionaries
Read Acts 18:18–21.
After spending eighteen months in Corinth, Paul left Eu-

rope and traveled back to Ephesus (v. 19). Aquila and Priscilla 
moved with him (v. 18).  
4. What challenges would Priscilla face as she and her hus-

band moved their home and business to a new country?

5. What would have made Priscilla willing to go?

Ephesus, a major trading port, was the fourth largest city in 
the eastern Roman Empire. There the couple plied their tent-
making trade and used it as a means to evangelize. 

Paul left (v. 19), but Aquila and Priscilla stayed on in Ephe-
sus for several years, evangelizing, discipling believers, and 
providing strong leadership for the young church. 

Disciplers
Read Acts 18:24–28.
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Apollos was a traveling Jewish preacher from the Roman 
city of Alexandria on the north coast of Egypt. He was a theolo-
gian, thorough in his knowledge of the Hebrew Scriptures, es-
pecially the prophecies. He believed the Messiah’s appearance 
was imminent, and he preached powerfully to convince people 
to get right with God in readiness for it. Apparently he had not 
heard that the Messiah had come (v. 25). 

Priscilla and Aquila heard Apollos preach. Instead of re-
acting to what they heard, they graciously took Apollos aside, 
probably taking him home with them, and lovingly shared the 
gospel with him (v. 26). 

Priscilla, along with her husband, had to have had a good 
grasp of theology to be able to reason with Apollos from the 
Hebrew Scriptures. The Lord had prepared Apollos’ heart, and 
he welcomed the teaching with humility and embraced the 
Good News. Aquila and Priscilla then discipled him (v. 26). 
Apollos became a great preacher for the Lord (1 Corinthians 
3:5, 6; 4:6), powerfully able to prove from the Hebrew Scrip-
tures, our Old Testament, that Jesus is the Christ. When Apol-
los moved on to the city of Corinth in Achaia, he took with him 
a letter of recommendation from Priscilla, Aquila, and other 
believers in Ephesus. He spent time teaching and building up 
believers in the theology of their new faith, becoming as able 
as Paul to reason (“persuade”) from the Hebrew Scriptures 
that Jesus is the Christ. 
6. How would Priscilla manage to be Biblical, prudent, and 

above reproach in her desire to set Apollos straight? 

Last Mentions 
Read 1 Corinthians 16:19. 
A year or so after leaving Ephesus, Paul arrived back there 

to find a thriving church. He penned his first letter to the 
church at Corinth from Ephesus. Paul mentioned the couple 



and the church that met in their house. Of course, what else 
would this dear couple be doing? They are a great example of 
faithfulness to Christ, to the church, and to the people of God. 
7. How do you serve the Body of Christ (the church; Christians)? 

Read 1 Peter 4:9.
On more than one occasion a woman has said to me, “I 

don’t have the gift of hospitality.” And I reply, “It’s not a gift; it’s 
a discipline.”
8. When you think of opening your home to people in the eve-

ning after a full day at work, what immediately comes to 
mind as reasons you might fear or resist it?

9. What preparations could you make so you do not have to 
fear but can, rather, be eager to practice hospitality?

Read Romans 16:3–5.
Paul probably wrote to the believers in Rome from the city 

of Corinth. By then, Claudius had died, and the Jews again 
were free to live in Rome, though not without the presence of 
persecution. So Aquila and Priscilla had returned to Rome and 
were working with the young church there. Paul says they had 
risked their lives for his sake. 
10. What sacrifices have you made to serve another believer? 

Read 2 Timothy 4:19.
Second Timothy was written when Paul was imprisoned in 

Rome shortly before his death. It had been a good fifteen years 
since he first met Aquila and Priscilla. In this second letter 
to Timothy, Paul calls Priscilla by her nickname or pet name, 
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Prisca, showing his close relationship with them and his af-
fection for and esteem of Prisca. Timothy was pastor of the 
church at Ephesus by that time. And what do we find? Prisca 
and Aquila are there at Ephesus helping Timothy in ministry. 
11. Who are you helping—through prayers, with financial 

support, with hands-on assistance—in the ministry of the 
gospel?

Prayer Points 

• You and your believing husband should be united to-
gether in prayer for the cause of Christ and in ministry 
for Him.

• If you have a business, you can pray about using it to 
influence your community for Christ.

• If you are single, you can pray about opening your home 
for a Bible study to disciple Christian women. If you are 
married, you and your husband can pray about how to 
use your home to disciple and nurture young believers.

• Just as Aquila and Priscilla encouraged their pastor, 
Timothy, you can encourage yours.

Taking Action in Prayer

Take time now as you close in prayer to pray for your na-
tion’s leadership. Pray about what the Lord wants you to do to 
influence your community for Christ. Pray about how you (and 
your husband) might impact business and government leaders 
in your circle of influence. Pray about how to use your home to 
nurture young believers. Pray about how you (and your hus-
band) can encourage and help your pastor. 
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Suggestions for Leaders
The effectiveness of a group Bible study usually depends on two things: (1) the 

leader herself; and (2) the ladies’ commitment to prepare beforehand and interact 
during the study. You cannot totally control the second factor, but you have total 
control over the first one. These brief suggestions will help you be an effective Bible 
study leader.

You will want to prepare each lesson a week in advance. During the week, read 
supplemental material and look for illustrations in the everyday events of your life 
as well as in the lives of others.

Encourage the ladies in the Bible study to complete each lesson before the meet-
ing itself. This preparation will make the discussion more interesting. You can suggest 
that ladies answer two or three questions a day as part of their daily Bible reading time 
rather than trying to do the entire lesson at one sitting.

The physical setting in which you meet will have some bearing on the study 
itself. An informal circle of chairs, chairs around a table, someone’s living room or 
family room—these types of settings encourage people to relax and participate. In 
addition to an informal setting, create an atmosphere in which ladies feel free to 
participate and be themselves. 

During the discussion time, here are a few things to observe.

• Don’t do all the talking. This study is not designed to be a lecture.

• Encourage discussion on each question by adding ideas and questions.

• Don’t discuss controversial issues that will divide the group. (Differences of 
opinion are healthy; divisions are not.)

• Don’t allow one lady to dominate the discussion. Use statements such as 
these to draw others into the study: “Let’s hear from someone on this side of 
the room” (the side opposite the dominant talker); “Let’s hear from someone 
who has not shared yet today.”

• Stay on the subject. The tendency toward tangents is always possible in a dis-
cussion. One of your responsibilities as the leader is to keep the group on track.

• Don’t get bogged down on a question that interests only one person.

• When there is no right or wrong answer to a question, the answer key says, 
“Personal answers.” This doesn’t mean that the question cannot be answered 
aloud, just that the question will be answered from a personal perspective. 
Feel free to invite ladies to respond aloud if they desire. But keep in mind the 
points listed above to keep your discussion uplifting and on track.
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This study is designed for you to use the last fifteen minutes of the study time 
for prayer. If you have a large group of ladies, divide into smaller groups for prayer. 

If you have a morning Bible study, encourage the ladies to go out for lunch with 
someone else from time to time. This is a good way to get acquainted with new la-
dies. Occasionally you could plan a time when ladies bring their own lunches or 
salads to share and eat together. These things help promote fellowship and friend-
ship in the group.

The formats that follow are suggestions only. You can plan your own format, use 
one of these, or adapt one of these to your needs.

2-hour Bible Study
10:00—10:15 Coffee and fellowship time
10:15—10:30 Get-acquainted time
  Have two ladies take five minutes each to tell some thing about  

  themselves and their families.
  Also use this time to make announcements and, if appropriate,  

  take an offering for the babysitters.
10:30—11:45 Bible study
  Leader guides discussion of the questions in the day’s lesson.
11:45—12:00 Prayer time

2-hour Bible Study
10:00—10:45 Bible lesson
  Leader teaches a lesson on the content of the mat erial. No   

  discussion during this time.
10:45—11:00 Coffee and fellowship
11:00—11:45 Discussion time
  Divide into small groups with an appointed leader for each group.  

  Discuss the questions in the day’s lesson.
11:45—12:00 Prayer time

1½-hour Bible Study
10:00—10:30 Bible study
 Leader guides discussion of the questions in the day’s lesson.
10:30—10:45 Coffee and fellowship
10:45—11:15 Bible study
11:15—11:30 Prayer time
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Answers for Leader’s Use
LESSON 1
 1.  To be fruitful, to multiply, and to have dominion over every other living thing on 

earth.
 2.  I will ascend into Heaven. I will exalt my throne above the stars of God. I will 

sit on the mount of the congregation. I will ascend above the heights of the 
clouds. I will be like the Most High.

 3.  He made coats of animal skin; He clothed Adam and Eve.
 4.  All people are dead in trespasses (“wrongdoings”) and sins; they are children 

of wrath (judgment).
 5.  It was cursed above every beast of the field. It would move on its belly. It 

would eat dust.
 6.  Her sorrow and her conception would multiply. She would have sorrow in 

childbirth. Her desire would be to her husband. He would rule over her.
 7.  The ground is cursed; eating from it would cause sorrow. He would have to 

toil for food.
 8.  Personal answers.
 9. John 3:3, 16—Believing on Jesus is eternal life; not believing is death. Ro-

mans 5:12, 18—Death passed to every person through one man (Adam), and 
salvation is through one man (Jesus). Romans 10:9–13; John 1:12—Salvation 
(eternal life) comes from receiving Jesus, believing on Him, and confessing the 
Lord Jesus. 1 Corinthians 15:21—Death came through one man (Adam), and 
the resurrection to life came through one man (Jesus). Ephesians 2:1–9—Be-
fore believing in Jesus and being made spiritually alive, everyone is dead in 
trespasses and sins.

 10.  Personal answers.
 11.  Prince of this world.
 12.  Every knee will bow before Jesus, and every tongue will confess that He is 

Lord.

LESSON 2
 1.  God promised Abram a land (v. 1); that he would become a great nation (v. 2); 

that Abram would be blessed (v. 2); that he would have a great name (v.  2; 
23:6); that he would be a blessing to others (v. 2); that God would bless those 
who blessed Abram and his descendants and would curse those who cursed 
Abram and his descendants (v. 3); and that through Abram “all families of the 
earth [will] be blessed” (v. 3). 

 2.  She was old, past the age and ability to bear a child.
 3. He asked a rhetorical question, to which the answer is no: Is anything too 

hard for the Lord?
 4.  When: when she was past childbearing age. How: God enabled her to con-

ceive because He was faithful to keep His promise.
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 5.  Personal answers.
 6. Personal answers.
 7. Personal answers.
 8.  Personal answers.
 9.  Personal answers.
 10.  Personal answers.

LESSON 3
 1.  They were crying out to God because of their bondage.
 2.  The Israelites grew in number.
 3. Should they obey the king and murder innocent life or disobey the king and 

lose their own lives?
 4.  The midwives obeyed God rather than man.
 5.  Disobey the king and save the male babies.
 6. 603,550.
 7.  He commanded all his people to throw the Hebrew baby boys into the river.
 8.  Moses.
 9. To lead Israel out of Egypt.
 10. Personal answers.

LESSON 4
 1. They were not afraid of the king’s commandment.
 2.  Personal answers.
 3.  Personal answers.
 4.  Personal answers.
 5.  That he was a “goodly [fine] child” and “exceeding fair” (no ordinary child; 

lovely in God’s sight).
 6.  Possible answers: obedience, courage, persistence, patience, wisdom.
 7.  Personal answers.
 8.  A mother’s ability to influence her child for God in the formative years is not 

only important but possible. 
 9.  Possible answer: A mother’s primary goal is to teach her child the basics that 

will set the child for life, such as knowledge of God, trust in God, fear of God, 
manners, and truthfulness.

LESSON 5
 1.  Prophetess.
 2.  Praising God, leading the women in music and dance.
 3.  She pointed their attention to God and led them to praise Him.
 4.  Possible answers: By participating as a leader in times of church worship; by 

inviting and accompanying other women to church, Bible studies, retreats, 
and the like; by being a godly example for females of all ages; by teaching God’s 
Word in your home, church, or Christian school.

 5.  Israel would become unstable if two opposing parties arose among the leader-
ship, thus dividing the nation (as later happened after Solomon’s death). One 
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faction of the people would be following God’s appointed leader; the other 
would not (which sometimes happens in churches today too).

 6.  Possible answers: She could have prayed for Moses, asked if she could do 
anything to help him, encouraged others to go to the seventy appointed elders 
instead of directly to Moses, and accepted her sister-in-law.

 7.  A carnal Christian has an unfriendly feeling (“enmity”) toward God, so she 
is not in fellowship with Him. A carnal Christian is an immature Christian, 
characterized by envying, strife, and disunity with other believers. A carnal 
Christian lives in her own strength instead of using the armor of God for 
spiritual warfare. A carnal Christian lets her thoughts run rampant instead of 
bringing them under submission to Christ.

 8. It is not spontaneous. It starts as a seed that grows roots and goes deep. It 
causes trouble for and defiles (“makes unclean or impure”) anyone who doesn’t 
weed it out. Its opposite is to strive for peace with others and to be holy.

 9. Personal answers.

LESSON 6
 1.  Sisera had nine hundred iron chariots to use against Israel. For twenty years, 

King Jabin and his people had been oppressing Israel. 
 2. Personal answers.
 3. (a) He conditioned his obedience, saying he would go to battle if Deborah went 

too. (b) Possible answers: In a male-dominated society, he may simply have 
doubted that Deborah’s message was legitimate, truly from God. He may have 
doubted her motives and, therefore, her message. He might not have trusted 
God to deliver after twenty years.

 4.   Deborah reproached Barak for his request by saying that she would go 
with him and they would win the battle but that he would be denied the honor 
of being the hero of the day. Instead a woman would receive that honor. 

 5.  Deborah.
 6.  By stating the truth; by reminding men of God’s character, applicable prom-

ises, and presence; by praising/rewarding them when they take a stand; by 
never trying to undermine them.

 7.  Possible answers: Be informed; know your Bible so you can apply its teach-
ing to current events; be willing to test current theories, activities, etc., by the 
Bible (not vice versa); make sure you’re not trying to usurp a man’s authority 
anywhere; don’t try to do something God hasn’t led you to do just because a 
man has left it undone; if you have a seed of frustration in your heart because 
of men’s refusal to act, don’t let it grow to a root of bitterness; be humble be-
fore God; be ready and willing for God to use you.

 8. Possible answers: By praying for her home and nation; by not allowing evil in-
fluences into her home (e.g., certain genres of media); by training her children 
to know, fear, love, and obey God; by learning about and voting for leaders 
with a Judeo-Christian worldview and high moral character; by voting on 
issues that are in reality more about morality (e.g., abortion) than politics; by 
honoring and encouraging her husband, if she’s married, as the head of their 
home; by not allowing a root of bitterness to grow in her heart against the 
male leaders in her life.
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LESSON 7
 1. Personal answers.
 2. Provoked, bitterness, wept, sorrowful, grief.
 3.  How: Instead of finding a solution in other things or people, Hannah found 

it in God. So she talked to Him, the only one who could help her. What: Like 
Hannah, we should turn to God, the only one with the right answer. We should 
talk to Him in prayer.

 4. A male child.
 5.  To give him to the Lord for life and to never cut his hair.
 6.  Personal answers.
 7. The Lord God.
 8.  He provides salvation (1 Samuel 2:1). No one else is as holy as God (v. 2). No 

one compares to God (v. 2). God knows everything (v. 3). God weighs our ac-
tions (v. 3). God defeats the mighty (v. 4). God controls life from birth to death 
(v. 6), brings people low or raises them to high places (vv. 7, 8), protects His 
own (v. 9), and punishes the wicked (vv. 9, 10).

LESSON 8
 1.  With gratitude and appreciation.
 2.  To give him and his men whatever he could spare to eat and drink.
 3.  Possible answer: He would have become a murderer, thus disqualifying him-

self from becoming a godly and effective king.
 4. She was humble and wise. She knew theology.
 5.  Personal answers.
 6.  Personal answers.
 7.  Possible answers: Our words should follow the guidelines in Philippians 4:8 

concerning what to think about. Our words should be true, honorable, just, 
pure, lovely, commendable, of moral excellence, and giving praise to God. We 
could also follow Colossians 4:6, speaking graciously and with words like salt, 
which preserves and heals. 

 8.  She knew God and His promises. She believed in and trusted Him. She under-
stood current events. She understood how to handle an angry man.

LESSON 9
 1. She obtained his grace, favor, and love (Esther 3:17).
 2.  He became so angry that he wanted to destroy more than just Mordecai. He 

wanted to destroy all the Jews.
 3.  She had not been called into the king’s presence in over a month. If he did not 

want to see her and she showed up, he could sentence her to death.
 4.  Basically he told her not to worry about her own skin.
 5.  Personal answers.
 6.  Personal answers.
 7.  Personal answers.
 8.  He made her beautiful; placed her under Mordecai’s care; put her in Shushan 

at the right time; caused her to find favor with the king, who made her queen; 
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gave her influence with the king so that he wrote decrees that would allow the 
Jews to defend themselves.

 9.  Personal answers.

LESSON 10
 1.  (a) That her barren older cousin Elizabeth was expecting a son. (b) He might 

have said it to reiterate that what he had just said about her—that she, a vir-
gin, would conceive the Son of God—was indeed possible.

 2.  Personal answers.
 3. The babe leaped for joy in Elizabeth’s womb; Elizabeth was filled with the Holy 

Spirit; she blessed Mary in a loud voice; she wondered why she’d been granted 
the privilege of having the Messiah’s mother visit her; and she again blessed 
Mary for believing the facts told her from the Lord.

 4.  For His salvation and for regarding her humble estate and blessing her, the 
great things he had done, showing His strength, putting down the proud and 
exalting the lowly, feeding the hungry and despoiling the rich, helping Israel, 
and keeping His promises to Abraham.

 5.  His might, holiness, mercy, and faithfulness in doing what He has said.
 6.  The promise to Abraham and his seed, or progeny.
 7.  God used Caesar Augustus to issue a decree requiring Jews to register in their 

hometowns. For Joseph, this meant returning to Bethlehem, because he was a 
descendant of King David.

 8.  A host of angels appeared in the skies outside Bethlehem. They praised God, 
saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward 
men.”

 9.  He ordered the death of all the baby boys in the vicinity of Jesus’ birth.
 10.  Her other children misunderstood and rejected Him.
 11.  She was at the cross. She witnessed her Son’s crucifixion.

LESSON 11
 1.  She prayed in the house of God; she knew theology; she knew the prophecies 

concerning the Messiah. 
 2.  Personal answers.
 3.  Personal answers.
 4.  Personal answers.
 5.  Both women were of great age. They both knew and believed the Word of God. 

Both women were favored by God to witness a supernatural birth.
 6.  Two or three witnesses are required.
 7.  Personal answers.

LESSON 12
 1. Possible answers: Because of the cost of her wares, she would have sold to 

wealthy people, such as government officials, merchants, and successful busi-
ness owners. Wealthy people are often powerful people, so her customers may 
also have been the movers and shakers of the area. She might also have had 
traveling dignitaries and wealthy tourists as her customers.
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 2. Possible answer: She could have been a woman of determination and strength 
of character, energetic, outgoing, and engaging. 

 3.  Because it was pagan, which in the long run is dissatisfying, empty, useless. 
Only God can truly satisfy.

 4.  Personal answers.
 5.  The Lord opened Lydia’s heart to believe. She received Jesus as her Savior.
 6.  She opened her home to the missionary team and provided for them.
 7.  Personal answers.
 8.  Provided physical comfort through food, drink, and wound care; provided 

spiritual refreshment by inviting other believers to come over to fellowship 
with and encourage Paul and Silas.

LESSON 13
 1. He was a Jew; they were both believers. They went to Corinth from Italy be-

cause of persecution there. They were tent makers.
 2.  Ship owners, business owners, government leaders, sailors, construction 

workers, and contractors; those in the entertainment business; others in the 
tent-making guild. 

 3.  Personal answers.
 4.  Possible answers: Getting a business started from the ground up, making new 

friends, adjusting to any cultural changes, perhaps leaving family and close 
friends behind, finding a new house and settling in, becoming familiar with 
the local accent and idioms.

 5.  Possible answers: Her love of Christ and desire to share the gospel; her submis-
sion to her husband’s leadership; her love of Paul and desire to serve him and 
with him; the excitement of a new place, new people, new opportunities.

 6.  Possible answers: She could have followed her husband’s lead, keeping silent 
until Aquila asked or indicated that she should speak. This would have kept 
her from blurting out what she thought and from being offensive to a man of 
that culture. She could have taught with humility, not superiority for knowing 
more than Apollos knew.

 7.  Personal answers.
 8.  Personal answers.
 9.  Personal answers.
 10. Personal answers.
 11.  Personal answers.












