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2s & 3s Lesson Truths
WINTER ■ YEAR 1

Weeks 1–4 • God Sends His Son

In these Christmas-theme lessons, children 
will learn that God chose Mary to be the 
mother of His Son, that Jesus is God’s Son, 
that angels told about the birth of Jesus, 
and that the shepherds visited the manger 
after Jesus was born. Children will realize 
that they, too, can tell others about Jesus. 

Weeks 5–13 • David Pleases God

Nine stories from the life of young David will 
illustrate ways that children can please God. 
The lessons will repeatedly emphasize the 
basic truths of helping and obeying and will 
give children opportunities to practice these 
behaviors.

TAKE-HOME CARDS WINTER ■ YEAR 1

God Is
with Us

RBP21091

Note to Parents of 2s & 3s
WINTER ■ YEAR 1

If you keep each picture card your child 
brings home, you will soon have quite a 
collection of Bible stories and pictures.

Punch a hole in the upper left corner of 
each card, and place the cards on a two-
inch notebook ring. You may want to put 
the cards in Bible-book order. You can 
determine this order by looking at the 
Scripture reference under the story title 
on the back of each card. 

Use these cards and stories in informal 
read-to-me times with your child.
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Week 1

Gabriel Told Mary 
about Jesus 

Luke 1:26–38
God had good news He needed to tell someone here on 

earth. God told the good news to an angel named Gabriel. God 
sent the angel to the town of Nazareth. There the angel told 
God’s good news to a young lady named Mary.

Gabriel, the angel, found Mary in Nazareth just as God had 
said. Mary heard someone say, “Mary, you are a special person. 
God has a job for you to do.”

Mary was surprised to see an angel nearby, talking to her. 
“Mary,” the angel said, “you are special to God. You are 

going to have a baby. That baby is the Son of God. You will 
name Him Jesus.”

This was wonderful news to Mary! God had chosen Mary 
to be the mother of His Son, Jesus. Mary was happy to do this 
for God. She knew God loved her very much. 

Let’s talk about the picture:
1. Point to Mary.
2. Point to the angel. What did the angel tell Mary?

Memory Verse
1 John 4:10

Note to the Teacher

Distribute the 2s & 3s Lesson Truths card 
and the Note to Parents card to your stu-
dents’ parents at the beginning of the quar-
ter.

Distribute the remaining cards to the chil-
dren, one card per week from December 
through February. The week number is on 
the back of each card. So, week 1 is the fi rst 
Sunday in December. 
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Week 2

Baby Jesus Was Born
Luke 2:1–7

Mary and Joseph had to travel to a faraway town. The don-
key walked slowly. Clip-clop, clip-clop, clip-clop. Joseph walked 
along and guided the donkey. Step-step, step-step, step-step. 

Finally Mary and Joseph reached the town of Bethlehem. 
The town was crowded with people. Joseph knocked on the 
door of an inn. “Do you have a room for Mary and me to sleep 
here?” Joseph asked.

“No,” said the innkeeper, “but you could sleep in my barn 
if you want.”

That is where Mary and Joseph went. The barn was dry. It 
felt so good to lie down and rest. 

During the night Mary’s special baby boy was born. He was 
the Son of God. Mary and Joseph named the baby Jesus. 

Mary wrapped baby Jesus in clean cloths and laid Him in 
a manger. Mary and Joseph were glad that God loved us and 
sent His Son.

Let’s talk about the picture:
1. Point to Mary and then to Joseph.
2. Point to baby Jesus. Why was Jesus a special baby? 

Memory Verse 
1 John 4:10

Week 3

Angels Glorified God
Luke 2:6–14

SHEPHERDS, people who take care of sheep, sat on a hillside 
near the town where Jesus had been born. It was quiet on the 
hillside. The sheep were sleeping. The shepherds were sitting 
quietly. 

God wanted the shepherds to know about His Son. So 
God sent an angel to tell the good news. The angel came from 
Heaven in a bright light.  

The shepherds were afraid. But the angel told them not to 
be afraid. “I have good news for you,” the angel told the shep-
herds. “God’s Son, Jesus, has been born in Bethlehem tonight. 
You will fi nd the baby in a barn.” 

All of a sudden there were lots of angels. The light was 
even brighter!

The happy angels said, “Glory to God in the highest!” They 
were so glad to tell the shepherds that Jesus, God’s Son, had 
been born.

Let’s talk about the picture:
1. Point to the shepherds. Can you fi nd the sheep?
2. Point to the angels. What did the angels say?

Memory Verse
Luke 2:14

Week 11

David Sang to the Lord
1 Samuel 16:14–19

DAVID was a shepherd who took care of his father’s sheep. 
Every day David found sweet grass and cool water for the sheep 
to eat and drink. David was a good shepherd. 

David watched for bears and lions that might hurt the 
sheep. David knew God would help him protect the sheep.

When it was hot outside, David found cool shade. “This 
looks like a good place to rest,” he told the sheep.

While the sheep rested, David looked at the trees, the fl ow-
ers, the hills, and all the other wonderful things God had made. 
David thought about how good and great God is.

David took his little harp with him to the fi eld. As the sheep 
rested and played, David played beautiful music on his harp. 
Sometimes David wrote songs about God’s love and care. Some 
of the songs David wrote are in our Bible. 

“I will praise You, God,” David sang. “I will praise You with 
my songs.”

Let’s talk about the picture:
1. Point to David. What is he doing?
2. Point to David’s musical instrument. What is it called?

Memory Verse 
Psalm 54:4

Week 10

David Defeated the Giant
1 Samuel 17:4–10, 31–49

“WHO will come fi ght me?” the giant shouted. 
“Who is that?” David asked. 
“That’s the giant, Goliath,” David’s brothers said. “He wants 

to hurt us.”
“I will go stop the giant,” David said. 
“You’re too little,” everyone told David.
“I killed a bear that wanted to hurt my sheep,” David said. 

“I can stop the giant. God will help me.” 
David picked up fi ve stones and took out his slingshot.
The giant laughed when he saw David. “You can’t stop 

me!” the giant said.
David put one of the stones in his slingshot. He swung it 

around and around over his head. The stone fl ew out. God 
made the stone hit the giant right in the middle of his forehead! 

Boom! The giant fell down hard on the ground. God had 
helped David stop Goliath.  

Let’s talk about the picture:
1. Point to the giant. What is his name?
2. Point to David. What did he do? Who helped him?

Memory Verse 
Psalm 54:4

Week 4

Shepherds Visited 
Baby Jesus

Luke 2:8–20
THE hillside was quiet. The sheep were sleeping. The shep-

herds were resting. Suddenly the shepherds saw a bright light. 
They heard a voice say, “Do not be afraid. I came to tell you that 
Jesus, God’s Son, has been born tonight.”

The angel told the shepherds where to fi nd baby Jesus.
Then the sky became even brighter. There were many an-

gels. The angels said, “Glory to God in the highest.”
When the angels left, the shepherds said, “Let’s go to Beth-

lehem and see baby Jesus.” They found the barn where Jesus 
had been born. They saw Mary and Joseph. They saw little baby 
Jesus, lying in the hay in a manger—just as the angel had said. 

The shepherds were so excited! God had sent His Son! As the 
shepherds returned to their sheep, they told everyone what they 
had seen. They said, “Jesus, God’s Son, has been born tonight.”

Let’s talk about the picture:
1. Point to the shepherds. Whom did they see?
2. Point to the people. What are the shepherds telling them?

Memory Verse
Luke 2:14

Week 7

David Protected His Sheep
1 Samuel 17:34–36

DAVID was a shepherd. He took care of his father’s sheep. 
“Baa, baa, baa,” said the sheep as they followed David. “Baa, 
baa, baa,” said the lambs as they played by the mother sheep. 

David carried a long stick called a staff. He used the stick 
when he walked. David also carried a rod. He used the rod to 
protect the sheep.

One day a big bear saw the sheep. He was hungry. The bear 
moved closer and closer to the sheep and grabbed a little lamb!

“Baa, baa! Baa, baa!” cried the little lamb. David picked 
up the rod and ran after the bear. David hit the bear with the 
rod and grabbed the little lamb from the bear’s mouth. David 
killed the bear. 

“Baa, baa,” said the little lamb as David picked it up. The 
little lamb was safe. God had helped David protect the sheep.

Let’s talk about the picture:
1. Point to David. What is he doing?
2. Point to the bear. What did David do to the bear? Why?

Memory Verse 
Galatians 6:10

Week 6

David Cared for His Sheep
1 Samuel 16:11, 19; 2 Samuel 7:8; Psalm 23:2

DAVID was a young boy. He had seven older brothers. All 
his big brothers were busy with their jobs. Some of his brothers 
were in the king’s army.

David’s father needed someone who could help with the 
sheep. He knew just the person to ask: his youngest son, David. 

Every day David would call the sheep to follow him. He 
would lead the sheep down a path. 

“Here is some nice green grass for you to eat,” David said. 
“I will fi nd some cool water for you to drink.” 

Sometimes a little baby sheep—a lamb—needed extra care. 
David would pick up the little lamb and carry it. 

When people asked, “Where is David?” his father often 
said, “He is helping me with the sheep.”

David was a good helper. David pleased God. 

Let’s talk about the picture:
1. Point to David. What is he doing?
2. Point to the sheep. What do we call a person who takes 

care of sheep?

Memory Verse 
Galatians 6:10

Week 5

David Loved God
1 Samuel 16:1–13

DAVID was a shepherd boy who watched his father’s sheep. 
Each day David found green grass and quiet, cool water for 
the sheep. 

David loved God. When David was in the fi eld with his 
sheep, he often played his harp and sang songs about God. 

One day a visitor, one of God’s special helpers, came to 
David’s house. The visitor saw David’s older brothers, then he 
called for David.

The visitor said to David, “God has told me that He has 
chosen you to be the king of our people.”

Then the visitor took a small pitcher of oil and poured a 
few drops on David’s head in front of everyone. This showed 
everyone that when David grew older, he would be the new king.

David loved and obeyed God. When he was older, he would 
be the king! 

Let’s talk about the picture:
1. Point to the visitor. What is he doing?
2. Point to David. What did God choose David to be? 

Memory Verse
1 John 4:11

Week 8

David Obeyed His Father
1 Samuel 17:15–20

“DAVID,” Father called. “I need your help.”
David hurried to see what his father wanted.
“Your brothers have been in the king’s army for a long 

time,” said David’s father. “Please take some food to them and 
fi nd out how they are doing.”

David was happy to obey his father and do this big job. 
Father said, “Here is a bushel basket full of corn. Here are 

ten loaves of bread. Here are ten wedges of cheese.” 
Father said, “Take this food to your brothers and the 

captain.”
David found someone to take care of his sheep while he 

was away. David and his father put all the food on a cart.
David took the food and went to fi nd his brothers—just as 

his father had asked him to do. David obeyed his father. 

Let’s talk about the picture:
1. Point to David. What did his father ask him to do?
2. Point to the cart. Point to the corn, bread, and cheese.

Memory Verse 
Ephesians 6:1

Week 9

David Trusted God
1 Samuel 17:17–30

DAVID’S father had a job for David to do. David was taking 
food to his brothers, who were in the king’s army. David’s father 
wanted to know if his sons were all right.

Step-step, step-step. David walked a long time. At last David 
came to the place where he could see the army. 

David saw a man taking care of the army’s wagons. David 
asked the man, “Will you please watch my cart while I look for 
my brothers?” 

David looked and looked for his brothers. “There they are!” 
he said, and he ran to his brothers.

“Why are you here?” his oldest brother asked.
“I brought you food from Father,” David said. “Are you all 

right? Father wants to know.”
David did just what his father had asked him to do. David 

obeyed completely.

Let’s talk about the picture:
1. Point to David. What is he doing?
2. Point to the cart. What did David bring to his brothers?
3. Where are David’s brothers?

Memory Verse 
Ephesians 6:1

Week 13

David and Jonathan 
Became Friends

1 Samuel 18:1–5
DAVID was helpful, brave, and kind. David helped his fa-

ther by taking care of the sheep. David also stopped a giant, 
Goliath, from hurting God’s people. When the king was sad, 
David played his harp to make him feel better.

When David was in the king’s home, someone was watch-
ing him. It was the king’s son Jonathan. Jonathan knew that 
David loved God. Jonathan also knew that David was helpful, 
brave, and kind.

David and Jonathan became good friends. One day Jonathan 
decided to show David how much he loved him. Jonathan gave 
David his beautiful robe, his sword, his belt, and other gifts.

Jonathan and David were good friends.

Let’s talk about the picture:
1. Point to David. What is his friend’s name?
2. Point to Jonathan. What did Jonathan give David?

Memory Verse 
1 John 4:11

Week 12

David Helped King Saul
1 Samuel 16:14–23

KING Saul lived in a nice home. He had many friends. But 
sometimes King Saul became very upset. Nothing would make 
him happy. Stomp, stomp, stomp. King Saul stomped around his 
house. His face had a big frown. King Saul was very unhappy.

“I know a shepherd boy who plays the harp,” a friend said 
to King Saul. “His music will make you feel better.”

“Bring him here. Maybe some music will help me,” King 
Saul said. David went to the king’s home. When King Saul heard 
the music, he became happy. 

From then on, whenever the king was sad or upset, David 
played soft music. The king smiled and felt much better. 

God helped David know just what to do to help King Saul.

Let’s talk about the picture:
1. Point to King Saul. Does he look sad or happy?
2. Point to David. How did he help the king?
3. Point to David’s musical instrument. What is it called?

Memory Verse 
Psalm 54:4


